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Lesson for December 30 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—World-Wide Fellowship of 
Christians. Acts 10; Galatians 3:26-28; 
1 John 1; 3; 4. 
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we 
A Modem Christmas 
By H. Cockrell 
*ERSHAD OWING Bethlehem’s 
O ancient town, 


A darkened cloud has settled down; 
Tradition now obscures the light 
Of that unique and holy site. 


Men laud the Child in manger laid, 
And then deny the stoop He made; 
To them the Child could never be 
The Son, possessed of deity. 


The crib now hides the cross of shame, 
While many with accord acclaim 
The virtues of His birth, but see 
No wealth or worth in Calvary. 


Like Wise Men from the East, they now 
Before the infant Christ would bow; 
Too wise, too blind to understand 

He lives—a Man at God's right hana. 


And though they carol of His birth, 
“Good will to men, and peace on earth,” 
Their doubting minds reject as vain 
The blessed truth— He comes again. 


se 
Watch Night, 1945 


How shall we’ spend the closing 
hours of this momentous year? It is no 
time for mere revelry, for church and 
State are faced with tremendous prob- 
lems. Again the Great Commission 





Prayer League of Chicago is rendering 
a valuable service in promoting prayer 
meetings on Watch Night. In the annual 
call sent out by thé League, Dr. Ernest 
M. Wadsworth, the director, writes: 
“God’s !people can ill afford this year 
to lose the spiritual value of Watch 
Night. For more than two centuries, 
Watch Night has been a means of spir- 
itual reinvigoration to Christian congre- 
gations. Now, because of the specter of 
strife in social and industrial affairs fol- 
lowing the war, the friends of God and 
humanity should observe this night of 
intercession. All who know God and 
believe He answers prayer should take 
this Watch Night prayer responsibility 
seriously. Watch Night comes on a Mon- 
day this year. This is considered a 
poor night for special meetings, but in 
the present emergency no night can be 
a poor one for united prayer. The signs 
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of the times make us all realize that 
our nation faces a crisis as serious as 
war;. and from these signs and from 
Scripture we know it is time to seek the 
Lord, Let all who appreciate the neces- 


. sity for union in prayer for the Church 


and the nation make the utmost of the 
opportunity for united prayer-on Watch 
Night.” There is still time to send for 
the attractive. blue and gold poster an- 
nouncing the Watch Night service and 
suitable for use in any church, which 
may be had upon request from the Great 
Commission Prayer League, 808 N. La- 
Salle St., Chicago 10. Believers are 
urged to “fellowship with Christian 
frierids, thank God for His mercies, in- 
tercede for revival in the church univer- 
sal, pray for your own congregation and 
community, spend the last night of 1945 
in your church in a way that glorifies 
God.” 


Reminiscences of a City Missionary 
An editorial by Ernest Gordon 


was roaring through Germany, a 


B= in 1848, when the Revolution 
heavy stone from a passing mob 


crashed through a window and landed . 


in the cradle of a little child. So near 
did death come! 


The child was Fritz Coerper, later one 
of the leaders of West German Chris- 
tianity. 

He was trained in Erlangen, Tuebin- 
gen, Bonn; then spent two years in 
philanthropic ministry at the Rauhehaus 
in Hamburg with Wichern, and finally 
settled in a parish in the Catholic Rhine- 
land, where a priest had once said: 
“Blue snow wiil fall from heaven be- 
fore Protestants come into our town.” 
Of his marriage he wrote: “I was in- 
vited to dinner in a Christian family. 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And the angel said unto them, 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which 














shall be to all people” (Luke mam. | 


~ 








When we sat down the daughter of the 
house brought on the food. I looked 
into her eyes and the thing was settled. 
It was as when a professor in practical 
theology in Holland said to me, ‘How 
can one rightly choose between a thou- 
sand texts for a sermon? He must do 
as he does when, among many maids he 
meets, he thinks, That one and no other 
suits me.’” 


Then he was transferred to a poor 
quarter of Cologne, full of irreligion, 
godlessness, vice, drink, quarreling, pov- 
erty, and ignorance. He began by or- 
ganizing Bible classes in homes. His 
own poor home was open to the poor, 
a Kingdom of God inn. The upper story 
was his living place, the lower was used 
for meetings. He took in the needy, as 
when a shoemaker lived with him half 
a year, cobbling mornings and after- 
noons selling New Testaments — until 
the Catholic clergy intervened. 

Cologne was a city of carnivals, shoot- 
ing festivals with beer and merry-go- 
rounds, and above all its yearly pre- 
Lenten Carnival, deep-rooted in the life 
of the city. This had the connivance 
of the priests, but its-effect on the peo- 
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ple was deadly. Coerper had many 
“Elijah hours,” yet he could say, “My 
eonfidence in the Gospel and in the 
loyalty of our Lord and Saviour was 
ever not less but greater in these years.” 
He speaks of the horrors of drink, of 
little children abused by drunken 
fathers. On the Roedigerstrasse were 
the remains of a former wood. The 
people called it Gallowsbush because 
so many (mostly drunkards) had hung 
themselves there. He often picked up 
drunkards from the gutter and brought 
them to his vestry, where, when they 
awoke, he talked to them in a friendly 
way. One man in the stage of delirium 
he put to bed in his own, home and fed 
him, keeping him a long time in his 
study. The man was healed and given 
back to his family, and his wife, out 
of gratitude, came on every birthday of 
Pastor Coerper with a little present. 

“At funerals I talked little of the dead, 
and then only when I could glorify the 
grace of God. I sought to avoid pathos. 
The open grave itself is a powerful ser- 
mon. One has only to lend words to 
it and speak of Christ. The people, rich 
and poor, have a fine sence of what is 
true and what is untrue. We undermine 
our entire work if we preach the Gospel 
and then talk at the grave as if all one 
had to co was to die, in order to enter 
eternal life.” 

He was indefatigable in viciting homes, 
thouch by na‘ure so shy that, as he said, 
he had to give his heart a fresh push 
every morning to continue at this work. 
Some thought thé results inconsiderable. 
Not so he. It was the foundation for all 
else. So he continued his year-long 
visitation, up and down stairways, com- 
forting the sick and dying, and relieving 
want. All this awakened love in return. 
“Unser Fritz,’ they named him—even 
the Socialists—and at a Reichstag elec- 
tion one of these said, “At the great 
break-up it will go hard with the priests, 
but if any interfere with our Fritz he'll 
suffer fog 4.” 

“We are not to be discouraged,” Coer- 
per said once of such people. “I have 
found many churchless but hardly any 
wholly alienated from Christ. ... The 
truth is stronger than the lie, life than 
death, love than hatred. Even he who 
lies does not want to- be lied to; he 
who is full of hate and evil wishes to 
be loved; and he who appears toglong 
for death pines after life.” 

“They may forget my sermons if only 
they will not forget the Word. The 
Word is the seed of the rebirth. When 
it is sown I need not trouble myself 
further, and ever seek to see if it is 
growing. I can sleep, knowing that 
the Word with its hidden God-power 
will come up. It is a joy to me when 
people say, ‘I heard you preach from that 
text thirty years ago.’ I know then that 
the text passed through their ribs into 
their hearts.. So in instructing the chil- 
dren I wish to give them nothing but the 
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Word, for Christ is the Word. I have 
a granite confidence that the Word is the 
greatest power in the world.” 


After his long years of service in the 
Rhineland he was appointed superin- 
tendent of the Evangelical Society of 
Germany, a society formed to revive 
the spiritual life of the land after 1848. 
In its early years it worked for the 
Christian renewal of the common schools 
by founding Christian seminaries for the 
training of teachers. It had a body of 
splendid home missionaries, plain men 
who knew the Bible. Here, for exam- 
ple, was Brother Scheffels with his bag 
of books on his back and the peace of 
God in his heart, the harp of his heart 
accompanying him as he sang: 

The cause is thine, Lord Jesus, 

The cause for which we fight; 

And since it is Thy battle 

It ne’er shall lose its might. 
Another, Herr Straub, could think of 
no more beautiful calling than a Bible 
ageft’s. “A king could not have hap- 
pier hours,” and he described himself 
sitting among young and old at a fire- 
place, expounding the Word, while the 
calves bleated an accompaniment. 

“Since my movements took me both 
north and south,” wrote Inspector Coer- 
per, “I saw spring awaken often in a 
year. But the loveliest spring is a re- 
vival time. A dear friend once told me 
how he loved to look into children’s eyes. 
I, too. But when an eye shines in the 
tears of the first joy of a new-found 
childhood, there is then far more than 
natural childish loveliness.” In 1891 a 
revival broke out among the Young 
People’s Associations in Barmen, where 
he was living. It passed into other 
organizations and even to older and aged 
people. “It was a revival according to 
the words, ‘Marvel not ... The wind 
bloweth where it listeth.’ No one could 
say whence it came or whither it went. 
It resembled fire. It leaped from house 
to house, passed some houses, and then 
began its course anew. Most of those re- 
vived continued revived. Many were set 
on fire who did not wish it. The Lord 
showed what He could do when He Him- 
self intervened and talked to souls.” 

Coerper used to tell of an old and 
paralyzed churchman who had his sons 
earry him to the ballot box. When 
asked why he voted Socialist he would 
say: “Before 1848 we had to be at the 
factory at five a.m., and we got out at 
eight or even nine p.m. Sundays I was 
never home from work before two p.m. 
In 1848 the Social Democrats changed 
that.” Coerper abhorred such exploita- 
tion. He also abhorred the atheism of 
the Communists and crossed swords 
many times with its exponents. Once 
when Liebknecht was in Barmen, speak- 
ing to a thousand young men on the 
rights of youth, Coerper asked permis- 
sion to answer him. For a half hour 
he spoke of the rights of youth to a 
good education in childhood, its right 


December 7, 1945 
in the living God and the Sa_ our Jesus 
Christ, and to the Kingdom of God ip 
which alone is peace and joy. Cop. 
(Continued on page 1025) 





Notes on Open Letters 





Pamphlets on Christian Science 


Perhaps I am being overly impatient, 
but I am wondering why nobody, as far 
as I can learn, has received copies of the 
Christian Science pamphlet for which 
they have written. 

Personally I am very eager to see in 
what form THe Sunpay ScHoot Truss has 
put out the pamphlet, but knowing the 
Trmes, I am sure that it is attractive. 
The price astounded me, but I believe 
even that was in answer to prayer; for 
a letter from a friend tells me that she 
prayed definitely that it might be cheap, 
so that it might be scattered broadcast. 

She herself was in Christian Science 
for twelve years and a successful Chris- 
tian Science practitioner for nine of those 
years. She writes me that it is the best 
article she has read on the subject and 
wants to send it far and wide as soon 
as her copies are received. The last I 
heard—a few days ago—she had not 
received them.—May Humphrey Pease. 


In the Trues for November 3 an- | 


nouncement was made of a reprint of the 
two articles entitled “Christian Science 
and the Bible Compared,” by May Hum- 
phrey Pease. The Times regrets that it 
has not thus far been able to fill the 
orders which have been received, be- 
cause of an unexpected delay in the 
printing of these pamphlets. The re- 
prints are not made in the Trmes offices. 
All orders will be filled as soon as the 
pamphlets are completed. 

They may be had at five cents each, 
25 cents for 6 copies, 40 cents for 12, 
and $3 for 100, from The Sunday School 
Times Co., 325 North 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5. 

we 


A Correction 


Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, teacher of 
English Bible at the Moody Bible In- 
stitute, has just written the Editor con- 
cerning a mistake in his first article, 
“Israel and the Church in Prophecy,” 
in the Times for November 24. He says: 

I notice a couple of points I would like 

to have had brushed up a little as far as 
language is concerned, but it is absolutely 
too late now. One item rather astonished 
me. You wrote in regard to Isaiah 60:8 
and Nehemiah 2:3. I corrected these, and 
I think I told you Nehemiah 2:3 should 
be Nahum 2:3. I see it is still Nehemiah 
in the text, but the Isaiah passage [which 
first read “Isaiah 6:8] has been colr- 
rected. I do not think this is my fault. 
No, it was not Dr. Smith’s fault. It 
was the Editor’s fault, and he regrets 
his mistake. Referring to Prof. Oswald 
T. Allis, author of the book, “Prophecy 
and the Church,” Dr. Smith says: “He 
rightly brushes aside as impossible the 
idea that Isaiah 60:8 refers to airplanes 
and Nahum 2:3 to automobiles.” 
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An Industrial Chaplain for Five Years 


The trials and triumphs of witnessing in a great aircraft plant 


By PETER F. WALL, Th.M. 


LMOST five years ago I went to 

Mr. Donald W. Douglas, president 

of the world famous aircraft corpo- 
ration that bears his name, with the prop- 
osition that large industries needed a 
chaplain as much as the Army and the 
Navy. Mr. Douglas saw the need, and 
in less than a week I was appointed 
chaplain. Until recently, when I ter- 
minated my services with the Douglas 
Aircraft Company, Inc., I have been on 
their payroll, and have been listed in 
their business directory as the Chaplain. 
The greatest morale builder on the home 
front and the battlefront undoubtedly is 
the minister of the Gospel, who has a 
message of faith and courage in times 
of crisis and of great danger. 

I think that Mr. Douglas should be 
commended for his far-sightedness and 
courage in pioneering in the field of in- 
dustrial chaplaincy. There has been a 
very active Welfare Department in the 
Douglas Aircraft Company, which stood 
ready to give financial assistance to 
needy employees and their families. 
But, these men of the world had noth- 
ing to meet the spiritual needs of trou- 
bled hearts. This gave me a good en- 
trance. In all my activities for the 
Company I always went as their repre- 
sentative, wearing an administrative 
badge. As the work began to take shape 
I found that there were at least five 
types of activities brought to my atten- 
tion. 


Meeting Temporal Needs 


First there were the employees who 
became ill, and their families, to look 
after. In the last five years I have 
called on thousands of sick in their 
homes and in the hospitals. Some days 
I called on more than thirty patients; 
for I was making calls for three large 
plants in southern California. As the 
war made greater demands and the per- 
sonnel increased my activities expanded 
to such an extent that it was impossible 
to do justice to the work. I usually 
inquired after their physical well-being, 
then about their material needs, assur- 
ing them that the Welfare Department 
stood ready to give assistance. Our 
blessed Lord and Saviour set us a won- 
derful example when He restored back- 
Sliding Peter. Before He said, “Lovest 
thou me?” He said, “Come and dine.” 
After I had given assurance of our in- 
terest in their physical and financial 
well-being, I informed them that I was 
the Company Chaplain and as such was 
also interested in their spiritual condi- 
tion. I. found that at least ninety per 
Cent of the people contacted had no 


In addition to being Chaplain for 
the Douglas Aircraft Company at 
Santa Monica, Calif.. Mr. Wall is 
pastor of the Immanuel Bible 
Church. His pastor’s card, to which 
he refers in this article, is a small 
folder showing on the inside a num- 
ber of verses on salvation, such as 
Romans 3:23, 1 Corinthians 15:3, 1 
John 1:7, and on the back a list of 
the services in his church. It also 
bears this inscription: “The ministry 
of this church is: ‘Unto him that 
loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood.’—Revy. 1:5b.” 
Next week the Times will publish 
a brief article telling of an organiza- 
tion called “Chaplain Counsellors 
for Industry, Inc.,” which has already 
made progress in training chaplains 
for positions in industrial plants. 








church connection here in California. 
Oh, yes, some had attended faithfully 
back East, but since going to work in 
a war plant, they had neither time nor 
energy to go to church. Many had no 
church affiliation, had never read their 
Bibles, and knew absolutely nothing 
about a Saviour dying for them on Cal- 
vary’s cross. I remember only a very 
few who refused to listen. Most of them 
were amazed that such a gigantic indus- 
try should be interested in their spir- 
itual welfare. In most calls I left be- 
hind some Christian literature; a tract, 
such as Dr. R. A. Torrey’s “How to Be- 
gin the Christian Life,” or “The Reason 
Why,” by R. A. Laidlaw, or a Gospel 
of John. In each case I left my card, 
on which was a brief message of sal- 
vation. 

I had some very interesting experi- 
ences. I never needed to read a volume 
of anecdotes for my sermons on the 
Lord’s Day. I had the joy of leading 
a number of souls to Christ on their 
deathbed, and baptizing some of them. 
In many homes I found no Bible, and 
I saw to it that they got one if they 
would read it. I remember one man 
whom I led to Christ on his deathbed, 
who would hand me the Bible and ask 
me to read God’s Word before I could 
get very far on my weekly call. I had 
his funeral at Christmas time, and what 
a joy it was to know that he was with 
the Saviour whom he had just recently 
found! 

A different case was an employee 
who was a wonderful Christian and an 
elder in my church. He had been sick 
for some time and was not expected 
to live. He was a foreman, having about 
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forty employees working for him in his 
department. -He was very weak and 
was able to walk only with my help 
and a cane. He had one last request. 
He wanted to see “the old gang” just 
once more. So I took him to the plant, 
The supervisor called his department 
together, and shut off the machinery for 
about twenty minutes, and then this 
man of God gave a wonderful testi- 
mony of his faith in Christ. He broke 
down in the midst of it, and he called 
on me as the Chaplain to finish what 
he would like to have said. When we 
finished there was hardly a dry eye in 
the group. That was his last trip to 
the plant. 


Helping Bereaved Families 


Second, I ministered to the bereaved 
families of the employees. I sought to 
bring spiritual help to the sorrowing. 
But here my ministry was often heart- 
breaking, for I found that so many had 
gone into eternity without Christ and 
without hope. Since many had no church 
affiliation they were eager to have the 
Douglas Chaplain conduct the funeral 
service. Naturally there is very little, 
or nothing, one could say about the 
departed loved one, but it was a chal- 
lenge to bring a Gospel message to the 
ones left behind. In addition to deaths 
of natural causes I have conducted 
funerals for suicides, murderers, alco- 
holics, and victims of accidents of all 
sorts. I remember a funeral I conducted 
for an alcoholic who lived in gross sin 
to his dying moment. Not one person 
came to the funeral. The undertaker 
and myself were the only ones present. 
His wife and children did not even send 
flowers. Another funeral was that of 
a young man who was killed in a 
drunken brawl over another man’s wife. 
The mother of this young man wept so 
bitterly during the whole service that 
it was hard for me to conduct the 
funeral service. She informed me later , 
that she had worked hard to send her 
boy through school, and this was the 
tragic end of all her sacrifices. Upon 
inquiry I found that her’s was another 
broken home, and her son went to a 
tragic death as a result of it. Minister- 
ing to such tragedies was heartbreaking 
and health-wrecking. 

Third, I ministered to broken homes. 
There is the tragedy of a Christian mar- 
ried to an unbeliever. I have found 
that in ninety-nine cases out of a hun- 
dred it is tragic. I know we ministers 
should warn our young people more. 
“Be ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteous- 
ness? and what communion hath light 
with darkness?” This is a spiritual law, 
which, when broken, will always meet 
with tragic consequences. 

However, the conditions in all our war 
plants, when men and women worked 
side by side, were always .a breeder of 
immorality and unfaithfulness to mari- 


Gum ta) Oe 8G i. i 
Maylor Vhivorsesy bb it 


1012 (4) * 


tal vows. So desperate were the con- 
ditions in some of our plants that the 
executives threw up their hands in de- 
spair. I remember having lunch with 
a group of administrative officers and 
thefr secretaries once, when the favorite 
topic of conversation was unfaithfulness 
“and how they got away with it.” Once 
I was called at two o’clock at night to 
break the news to the wife of the sud- 
den death of her husband in the plant. 
When I broke the news gently to the 
wife, I found that they had been sep- 
arated for a short time, and she seemed 
glad that her husband was gone and 
she could collect his insurance. I am 
happy that this war is over, and that 
the women can be taken out of our fac- 
tories and sent back to the homes where 
they belong. Husband and wife both 
working in war plants has been the cause 
of thousands and thousands of broken 
homes and much juvenile delinquency. 
In seeking to mend broken homes we 
found a hopeless situation in most cases, 
If for no other reason, I would want 
to be a Christian, wiih the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the Head of the house, for 
the security of my home. To bring 
Christ into our American homes is an 
unlimited field for the industrial chap- 
lain. 

Fourth, there is the ministry of preach- 
ing the Gospel. I found myself more 
limited in this field than in any of the 
preceding three. Here we run into dif- 
ficulties, unless the chief executive of 
the firm is an outstanding Christian, like 
R. G. Le Tourneau, and chooses his 
speakers. The trouble is that the mo- 
ment they allow me as a Protestant to 
speak, the Catholics, the. Jews, and all 
shades of cults and “isms” demand the 
same privilege. 

When I first started with the Company 
I found the executives turning a deaf 
ear to all requests for public religious 
services, and I never pressed this phase 
of the ministry. Our most effective min- 
istry is personal work. Evangelists like 
D. L. Moody and R. A. Torrey prac- 
ticed it unceasingly. I found, however, 
as I ministered quietly and gained con- 
fidence, that they gradually eased up, 
and when a plant was opened in the 
desert I was requested by “Mr. Douglas 
and Mr. Stevenson, director of the Wel- 
fare Department, to conduct non-sec- 
tarian services for the employees there 
each Sunday. I had the opportunity of 
flying to the desert each week end to 
conduct the service there each Sunday, 
or to choose the supply, until the plant 
closed a little over a year ago. But, 
immediately I ran into the difficulty 
mentioned, for the Mormons requested 
permission to conduct their services on 
certain Sundays. My reply in.this case 


was that I had been authorized to con- ~ 
duct non-sectarian services, and if they 
wanted the same right they would have 
to make arrangements with Mr. Douglas. 
I never heard any more about this offi- 
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cially, although they hindered our work 
considerably. 

In none of the other plants was I ever 
allowed to conduct a preaching service. 
However, at special times of the year, 
such as Christmas, Easter, and Mother’s 
Day, I was asked to bring some musical 
talent to the plant, to give a sacred con- 
cert. We have had various groups from 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, the 
Wheaton College Glee Club, and the 
Westmont College Glee Club. Usually 
I would say a few closing words and 
offer prayer. These programs were ren- 
dered at the three lunch periods, and 
usually were very well received. On 
special days of the Christian Church I 
would usually write a message pertain- 
ing to the occasion, such as Christmas 
and Easter, and publish it in the Doug- 
las Airview News. Certainly another 
fertile field for the industrial chaplains, 
but I just did not have the time to 
follow it up. 


Fifth, there is the ministry of perform- 
ing wedding ceremonies. Personally, I 
never made much of it because my 
standards are too high for a cosmopoli- 
tan group such as we find in our large 
industries, especially when so near 
Hollywood. However, the Company 
made quite a thing of the few weddings 
I had and used them for publicity in 
their own magazine, as well as in other 
national periodicals. A Christian min- 
ister should use every precaution not 


“Happy New Year!” 
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to cheapen his sacred office in making 
it into a “marriage mill.” He can use 
the occasion to emphasize the sacred. 
ness of the home, and the need of having 


Christ the Saviour establish, sanctify, | 


and fortify the home. When he is faith. 
ful in this he will soon find that those 
who take the marital vows lightly wil] 
look for someone else. 

These are a few of the experiences 
and avenues of approach I have had in 
ministering as an industrial chaplain in 
the largest aircraft factory in the world, 
which had at its peak 154,000 on the 
payroll. I hope that this may be a 
stimulus for conservative groups of 
Christian and Bible-believing churches 
to take up this phase of the Gospel min- 
istry. This greatest industrial nation in 
the world certainly presents a great 
challenge to us, especially since ours is 
the only nation where all factories came 
through this war unscathed. My great- 
est fear is that the modernistic and 
apostate organizations, such as the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches, will monopo- 
lize the field, and ruin the prospects for 
us who really have a message and a 
wonderful Saviour to present. It would 
be fine if the American Council of Chris- 
tian Churches would immediately pre- 
pare to enter this field of making Christ 
known to a nation that is fast turning 
to Communism and away from her sacred 
principles founded upon the Bible. 

Santa Monica, CAtir. 


A lesson for the flannel board or blackboard, appropriate for this time of year 


ACH year we glibly say to our friends 

on the first day of the year, “Happy 
New Year.” But have we ever shown 
the children in our care the only way 
to have a really happy year? Let us 
give our boys and girls a lesson before 
the new year comes that they shall never 
forget. 

At the top of a flannelgraph board put 
“HAPPY NEW YEAR” in large red let- 
ters. Then the message may be given 
in this way: 

Boys and girls, in just a few days 
you will be saying these words to all 
your friends, so today I thought we 
could study the letters that make up 
these words. Do you know that I am 
very anxious to have a happy 1946? 
How many of you would like to have 
the happiest year you have ever had? 
Why, you all want to! 

Let us look at the word “HAPPY.” 
Last year I wasted quite a bit of time. 
I could have done much more if only 
I had hurried. Were any of you like 
that? What shall we do for the letter 
H this year? HURRY. That will mean 
we won’t have unfinished work. Let us 
decide to ACHIEVE success; that means 





By JEAN ISABEL MATHIESON 


work to be successful; I’m sure that will 
make us happy. Do you know, I’m going 
to PLAN to have a happy year; surely 
if I do that it will be. What about 
trying to PURSUE happjness? That 
would mean I would do everything I 
should think would make me happy. 
Maybe if I just YEARN for a happy year 
I'll have it. “Yearn” means to long for 
something. That would mean I wouldn't 
have to do anything except just keep 
hoping. 

Now we have thought of several ways 
in which we may attain it; let us decide 
when we shall start. What shall we 
choose for the N? Why, we'll start 
right NOW. Isn’t that too soon? Let 
us leave it until EASTER. Perhaps we 
could choose a weekday for W. Yes, 
we'll start WEDNESDAY. 

Just let us see what we have now. 
We have decided ways of having a 
Happy New Year and when we shall 
start. Do you see anything wrong with 
our plans so far? Yes, it is quite true, 
someone might upset our very best laid 
plans. True yearning won’t get us any- 
where. If we get sick we won’t be able 


(Continued on page 1026) 
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A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


HE Bible and spiritual culture is 
commented on by Dr. Henry Bett in 
the Methodist Recorder. He says: 
“When I began to preach as a lad in my 
‘teens, I used to be amazed at the prayers 
offered by some of the peasants in those 
Lincolnshire villages. It was in the days 
when there was always a prayer meeting 
after the evening service. Most of those 
who prayed were farm laborers. Many 
of them had never earned more than 
fourteen shillings a week, and, amaz- 
ing as it seems, they managed to bring 
up families very respectably on that pit- 
tance. These men had never seen more 
than half a dozen books in their lives. 
Now the thing that astonished me, as a 
lad interested in literature and language, 
was t. English of those villagers’ 
prayers. They knew nothing about lit- 
erary style, but you might have taken 
down some of those prayers in short- 
hand and printed them as models of 
chaste, restrained, and yet impassioned 
utterances of devotion. What was the 
explanation? 

“Well, first of all, those men had a 
real experience of religion. They had 
undergone a real conversion, and they 
knew the meaning of repentance and faith 
and assurance. But after that fundamental 
fact came this. They knew the Bible 
well and they knéw most of the great 
hymns of Methodism by heart; and their 
prayers were a beautiful mosaic of 
phrases from the Scriptures and from 
the hymns of the Wesleys. Without 
knowing what good English style was, 
they had it. Without any effort after 
elevation or effectiveness of language, 
without ever thinking about it, they 
achieved it. ‘ 

“One of the things that troubles me 
most about Methodism is that this kind 
of spiritual culture is largely extinct. 
The man who had practically no formal 
education, but whose mind was stored 
with the riches of the Bible and of our 
Methodist hymns, was an educated man 
in the best sense of the word. On the 
other hand, the man who has had a good 
schooling and has read scores of second. 
rate books, but lacks that intimate 
knowledge of the Bible and the hymns, 
does not possess anything like the de- 
votional culture and religious education 
of heart -nd mind that those Methodists 
of an olc>r generation had. Here is 
one of the thins that we have largely 
lost.” 


The Newton (Mass.) Graphic reports 
that Father Farragher has broken ground 
tor a corvent of Dominican nuns on the 
camnu. c: Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, 


; 


Encowragements and warnings 
from all the world 


and the building is probably complete by 
this time. We are told that Father Far- 
ragher “has achieved great success since 
his arrival three years ago. However, 
the demands and needs of America’s 


most potential mission field for the’ 


Negro are also great.” He has been 
working in Montgomery and Tuskegee. 
“In 1941 through the aid of generous 
people throughout the country he was 
able fo build a chapel [at Tuskegee?] 
to aid in the evangelization of the col- 
ored harvest.” 

What do contributors to Tuskegee In- 
stitute, past and present, think of such 
operations? 


Archaeological Notes.—Among the 
earliest inscribed documents of man 
(coming from remains in ancient Erech 
some 1,500 years before Christ) is a 
small collection of scientific records, the 
earliest ever found. They are groupings 
of birds, fishes, plants, and so on. They 
imply ability to observe and classify 
botanical, zoological, geological, and as- 
tronomical material. 

G. W. B. James, an eminent English 
psychologist, writing in the Cambridge 
University Medical Society Magazine, 
Vol. 8, No. 1, insists that the account 
of Nebuchadnezzar in Daniel “could only 
have been given by a contemporary from 
personal observation. The details of the 
king’s conduct have been artlessly de- 
scribed with such accuracy that it has 
been found possible to classify, beyond 
reasonable doubt, the mental disease 
from which he was suffering, symptoms 
of which appear not only in the crises 
of chapter four but in the stories in the 
previous -chapters.” 

The archaeological treasure trove at 
Ras Shamra (Syria) is largely recorded 
in Ugarit, and Dr. Ginsberg, writing in 
the Biblical Archaeologist, gives in- 
stances of the light that certain texts 
throw on mystifying passages in the Old 
Testament. David’s Lament over Saul 
(2 Sam. 1:21) calls on the mountains 
of Gilboa, “Let there be no dew, neither 
let there be rain, upon you, nor fields of 
offerings.” An Ugarit parallel allows, 
instead of this last phrase, “nor up- 
welling of the deeps,” that is, upflowing 
of springs, which is far more consonant 
with the rest of the passage. 

Dr. Ginsberg speaks of finding the 
name Daniel in Ugarit inscription, but 
tells us nothing about him apart from 
giving him the name of “the good king 
Daniel,” as if he were a legendary saint 
or royal philanthropist. Then he pro- 
ceeds to identify this nebulous good 
king with the Daniel whom Ezekiel men- 
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tions (chap. 14), placing him between 
Noah and Job as a primitive figure in 
the East. In a footnote he traces back 
to this legendary person “the origin of 
the concept of the Messiah, the ideal 
ruler of the latter days.” 

But that will never do! The Daniel 
of whom Ezekiel wrote in chapter 14: 
14, “Though these three men, Noah, Dan- 
iel, and Job, were in it, they should 
deliver but their own souls,” is clearly 
identified with the Daniel of the Boo!: 
of Daniel, the sage and seer mentionec 
in Ezekiel 23:3, “Behold, thou art wise: 
than Daniel; there is no secret that the 
can hide from thee.” 


What’s been going on in the missic 
field, or at least in some of the oldei 
ones, appears from “Stories of Marathi 
Saints,” by the late Rev. Justin Abbott 
of the American Board Mission in India. 
These are foolish legends of anything 
but saintly Hindus. He says of them: 
“Eknath, Tukaram, and Ramdas have 
been enthusiastic idolaters without a 
suspicion in their minds that such wor- 
ship could be a sign of mental weakness 
or moral degeneracy. . . . It cannot be 
denied that God-fearing Hindus have 
found spiritual satisfaction in their wor- 
ship of God through an idol. Eknath 
and Tukaram and Ramdas are typical 
examples of loving devotion expressed 
through idolatry.” 

The account of Eknath was published 
by the Scottish Mission Industries Com- 
pany on the Orphanage Press! It was 
dedicated to his wife “who visited with 
me the shrines of Eknath, Tukaram, and 
others.” Of himself he says: “I am 
seventy-two years of age. I would like 
to live ten years more. That length of 
time would enable me to cover a large 
ground and make the result of my many 
years of study available to those who 
may not have the time to make inde- 
pendent research. But however many 
or few may be the remaining years of 
my life, I offer them to Maha-rashtra, 
whose saints of old I love.” 

Prof. Max Mueller, of Oxford Univer- 
sity, said of Hindu literature, “These 
works deserved to be studied as the 
physician studies the twaddle of idiots.” 
Not so missionary Abbott. He does not 
balk at yarns. Thus (p. 260) God dines 
at Tu'-aram’s house. “The Life of the 
Universe satisfied his appetite with the 
food supplied. Tuka then offered him 
the tulsa leaf for the cleansing of his 
mouth. After fulfilling Tuka’s cCesire, 
God vanished out of sight. Or shall I 
say He became a bee and seated Ivim- 
self on the’ lotus heart of His bhakta.” 

Tuka gave a Brahmin a gold coin. 
When he had spent al’ but a penny the 
penny became gold. And this continued, 
time after time, continually. 

Or this: “Ajamil, the Brahmin’s son, 
fell in love with a low-caste woman. 
By this action he accumulated in his 
earthly life a mountain of sin. Even the 
chief pilgrimage bathing places trembled 
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with fear at the thought of being touched 
by such a one. He was beyond pardon. 
Even the seven hells feared to receive 
him.” 

Think of a missionary spending his 
last years translating, editing, and pub- 
lishing such nonsense ! 

The Primate of Mexico, Archbishop 
Martinez, has preached a crusade against 
Protestantism along the “God ‘Wills It” 
line of Peter the Hermit’s medieval up- 
rising. “None should seek to be ex- 
cused from taking part! Every man, 
woman, and child, rich or poor, edu- 
cated or ignorant, should do all in his 
power to defend his faith against this 
attack of Protestant error. The Virgin 
Mary leads. She, and she only, has de- 
stroyed all heresies in the world during 
all the history of the church. 

“A special commission has been ap- 
pointed to stimulate and co-ordinate un- 
der our direction this noble undertak- 
ing. To it is to be sent all information 
such as appears useful for the study 
and stopping of all Protestant activi- 
ties.” 

Posters have been distributed to be 
displayed in Catholic homes in behalf 
ef the Crusade. 

While as a whole this movement has 
failed, there come from various points 
accounts of outbreaks. In Santiago Yepe, 
State of Mexico, evangelicals have been 
driven from their homes, and their lands 
and cattle confiscated; in Leon Guana- 
juato, a Methodist church was dyna- 
mited by masked men. In a village in 
Puebla, Pastor Tamaris was killed, his 
wife and others savagely beaten. In 
another village in the State of Mexico 
Pastor Garita was murdered, together 
with his assistant, Mr. Juarez, and their 
home blown up with dynamite. Twenty 
families of the church were driven into 
the woods and their property stolen or 
destroyed. 


El Colegio Nimaya is a Christian board- 
ing school at Panajachel, Guatemala. For 
twenty years Miss Barrows and Miss Ed- 
son have carried on this school for young 
people in Guatemala. In this time sixty- 
two have finished the full course and 
hundreds of others have taken one or 
two years of study. Many have gone 
later to Bible training schools, become 
public school teachers, nurses, pastors, 
Sunday school teachers, lay Christian 
farmers, homemakers, and _ soldiers. 
Charges are low, most of the work on 
the place is done by students, and year 
after year the school has been kept go- 
ing ‘on a monthly outlay of less than 


Letters of application come in months 
before opening time. In the first year 
pupils came from some twelve towns 
within twenty-five miles, which distance 
they covered on foot, carrying heavy 
bundles. Now they arrive from twenty- 
two provinces of Guatemala. Guatemala 
parents are especially grateful for this 
school. One father said to his children, 
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“Remember, I have brought you here 
not only for instruction in the sciences 
of your grade, but with the heart’s desire 
that your hearts be opened to the knowl- 
edge of the Saviour. It will give me 
special joy to learn of your coming to 
know and trust the Lord Jesus.” 


“The Chinese Church in Days of 
Stress” is the title of an article in the 
C. M. S. Outlook. Interdenominational 
co-operation is increasing, and a Mon- 
day afternoon devotional meeting in 
Nanking is given as illustration. This 
is for pastors and Christian workers. 
A Christian biography is lent around 
and, after its reading, is taken up the 
next week for discussion.” In addition 
to lives of Moody, Spurgeon, Bunyan, 
Florence Nightingale, and Oberlin, the 
lives of contemporary saints, Pastor 
Hsi, Brother Mao, and Samuel Pollard, 
pioneer among the Miao tribes of Yun- 
nan, have been read and considered. 
“For two or three weeks we dealt with 
a book of Spurgeon’s sermons.” 


There is now a hymnbook which is 
used in practically all the churches, 
“Hymns of Universal Praise.” A little 
handbook of worship, consisting of 
Scripture passages for memorization and 
a few selected hymns, has also been pre- 
pared. The hymns were balloted for at 
the Monday meeting. The choice is 
interesting. “Jesus Loves Me,” the chil- 
dren’s hymn everywhere, took the lead. 
Next came “What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus,” and thirdly, “This Is My 
Father’s World.” Followed “Sweet Hour 
of Prayer,” “More Love to Thee, O 
Christ,” “A Charge to Keep I Have,” “He 
Leadeth Me, O Blessed Thought,” and a 
native hymn beginning “Great Are Thy 
Mercies, Heavenly Father.” 


An Evangelical Library has been 
established in London, the gift of Mr. 
Geoffrey Williams, with Dr. Martin 
Lloyd-Jones as chairman of trustees. Dr. 
Lloyd-Jones said at the dedication: 
“Here you will find an invaluable as- 
semblage of the works of the Reformers 
and Puritans, dealing with a variety of 
theological subjects, but all magnifying 
the grace of God. There is no finer col- 
lection of the works of the Puritan and 
Evangelical divines of the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries than is to be 
found on these shelves. The section of 
the library devoted to hymnology is 
extremely comprehensive, the biographi- 
cal section scarcely less so,” 


This is a reading library, as well as 
a research library, open weekdays to 
readers, and sending books over Great 
Britain. 


Interesting observations of the growing 
work in Haiti are given by Mrs. Pudney 
of the Unevangelized Fields Mission. At 
St. Mare she spoke in a church almost 
filled with the Lord’s people. The pas- 
tor is Dr. Paultre, a Haitian “doctor of 
medicine, mathematician, surveyor, en- 
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thusiastic teacher of God’s grace, travel- 
ing to many outstations to hold con. 
ferences and to instruct the people.” 

In Mr. Viximar’s little church forty- 
eight souls were saved within a few 
months. During carnival time, when free 
rein is given to evil, three French priests 
interrupted the cottage meeting that Mr. 
Viximar was conducting, stirring up the 
people to stone the Protestants. A little 
girl was struck unconscious. “At Gros 
Morne five-hour meetings! You should 
have heard the choir sing!” 


Mr. McConnell, of the English Meth- 
odist Mission, is leader in the Haitian 
literacy movement, and has translated 
St. Luke into Haitian Creole. A hun- 
dred thousand copies have been called 
for within the first year, more than any 
other first Bible translation into any 
language. 


The Douckobors of Western Canada, 
who are being evangelized by Mr. Alex- 
ander Leonovich, number some 22,000 
—strange sectaries whose Christianity 
has become so unrecognizable as to be 
nonexistent. Some follow a misleader 
called Peter Verigan, who not only led 
them out of Siberia but into a moral 
prisonland of his own. He was a man 
of evil life, which they explain by say- 
ing, “Peter Cheestiakof only committed 
these sins to show us how terrible sin 
is, and as a warning to us.” 


They look down on the Bible, con- 
tending that they have the living Bible 
in their hearts. “If you love every- 
body and do good you are of God,” they 
say, but their practices do not conform 
to their oversimplified theology. 

Mr. Leonovich has received from many 
of them a friendly hearing. They be- 
come interested in the Gospel because of 
its novelty and especially in the teach- 
ing of the second coming of Christ. 

The Russian Gospel Association is 
seeking systematically to evangelize 
these needy thousands. 


Many of the Belgian Colonial Troops 
are Christians, and the Rev. William A. 
Deans, their military chaplain, writes 
of them in the Congo Mission News. 
They were not in actual combat save 
in Abyssinia, but were used for guarding 
supplies and munition dumps, keeping 
watch over the Suez Canal, and standing 
in sentry boxes at the barbed-wire 
prison camps. Congo chauffeurs dis- 
tinguished themselves for their care- 
fulness, and Congo military hospitals 
in Egypt and Palestine won the respect 
of the British medical authorities for the 
efficiency of doctors, nurses, and Congo- 
lese medical assistants. 

“A number of godly Christian sol- 
diers were baptized, some in Egypt, 
others in Palestine in the Mediter- 
ranean, at the foot of Mt. Carmel. Over 
seventy were baptized at the traditional 
site of the Lord Jesus’ baptism in the 
River Jordan. On this occasion the 
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Army furnished seven three-ton trucks 
to transport the men to be baptized, and 
an equal number of native officers from 
Gaza and Ashdod, where we were sta- 
tioned, went past Jerusalem to Jericho 
and the Jordan to witness the confession 
of these believers. 


“On the returning troop ship the men 
gathered daily for prayer and Bible 
study. As we have visited their bat- 
talions in Congo awaiting demobilization 
we find a continued spontaneous inter- 
est in spiritual things. Some wish to 
consecrate their lives to Gospel witness 
after leaving the Army.” 


New Wars and Old.—The Roman Peace 
which obtained in the Roman Empire 
for some centuries was ushered in by 
the Augustan age. The doors of the 
Temple of Janus were closed. It was 
a fitting accompaniment to the coming 
of the Prince of Peace into the world, 
but merely that and nothing more. The 
second coming of Christ is being ushered 
in by the most terrific wars this planet 
has ever witnessed. It is instructive to 
compare with them the little wars prior 
to the beginning of the Christian Era. 
Julius Czesar was esteemed a mighty 
conqueror. In his “Commentaries on the 
Gallic War” we see him invading Britain. 
He watched weather conditions as the 
German generals have done in our day. 
But how puny his handful of invaders 
beside the mighty divisions of Prussian 
militarism, filling the air with horror, 
the sea with wreckage, massing armies 
of tanks like great dinosaurs, and even 
planning to poison the very air breathed. 
It is a pertinent commentary. on the 
rosy speculations of the Prussian thinker, 
Immanuel Kant of Koenigsburg, with 
his outlines of a scheme for universal 
peace. 

In the year A.D. 9 the Roman Varus 
was as complétely beaten by Germans 
as Gamelin and Weygand in May, 1940. 
But how different the scale of opera- 
tions! A handful of forest warriors in 
skins and with battle axes startled the 
Roman Empire with their victory. Our 
Lord in A.D. 9 was a small boy in Naz- 
areth. That army of German Arminius 
grew to a vast host of ten millions, 
armed to the teeth, swarming over all 
parts of the European continent, and 
threatening to spill out into the rest of 
the world. The great incendiary dicta- 
tor of our day has made Arminius look 
like a boy armed with a pea shooter. 
But the Nazarene Boy of Varus’ day 
is mightier than the mightiest dictators 
and generals, and the stage is set for 
His coming who said of Himself, “All 
power is given unto me in heaven and 
in. earth.” 


This and this only will bring peace 
to earth—not “the gradual infiltration 
of society with the spirit of Jesus.” 
Astronomer Shapley remarks on the 
sights on earth which the recent comet 
beheld, and wonders if things will be 
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better when it returns two thousand 
years hence. Not if it were left to man 
alone to better them! 


Methodists are commemorating the 
bicentenary of Francis Asbury, the 
pioneer of their church on this continent. 
Asbury, as Wesley, had a great mother, 
and Elizabeth Asbury shaped a great 
son. In his early days of evangelism in 
England he seemed to have been in con- 
tact with the Earl of Dartmouth, the 
Evangelical after whom Dartmouth Col- 
lege was named. He was sent to America 
by Wesley, and in the forty-five years 
of service on this continent rode 225,000 
miles, an average of a hundred miles a 
week through wild and dangerous coun- 
try. He crossed the Allegheny Moun- 
tains more than sixty times. His were 
hardships, sicknesses, privations, and 
often persecutions. A sower went forth 
to sow! He preached to crowds and to 
individuals. “Sometimes in courthouses, 
less frequently in churches, sometimes 
in the woods, at others in prisons, espe- 
cially where there were culprits con- 
demned to death; and that was a day 
of much hanging!” 

When he began his itinerations there 
were little more than a thousand Meth- 
odists in the land; at his death 210,307. 
His salary was $80 a year. 

He was a “maker of the West,” or at 
least of the West of those days, “only 
one jump behind Daniel Boone.” At 
the unveiling of his circuit-rider statue 
in Washington, October, 1924, President 
Coolidge said of this particular result 
of his ministry: 

“How many homes must he have hal- 
lowed! What multitudes of frontier 
mothers must have brought their chil- 
dren to him for blessing! It is more than 
probable that Nancy Hanks, the mother 
of Lincoln, had heard him in her youth. 
He ranks as one of the builders of our 
nation.” 


Sir George Knight is a prominent Eng- 


- lishman, recently made vice-president 


of the Methodist Church in England. His 
address on this occasion, eloquent and 
full of the seeds of Christian wisdom, 
ran in part as follows: 

“This is a day when planners and 
prophets flourish. ‘Democracy’ is on the 
lips of millions. They criticize and con- 
demn. but never do a hand’s turn. Three 
quarters of what the public hears and 
reads is worthless because primary foun- 
dation truth is ignored. Wesley’s aim 
was to spread Scripture holiness 
throughout the land. It was not aca- 
demic. ‘Do all the good you can in all 
the ways you can to all the people you 
can.’ His blueprint was a flaming banner 
of appeal, ‘O let me commend my Sav- 
iour to you!’ The false prophets ignore 
the Scriptures, deride holiness, and talk 
of little else than the distribution of 
wealth which others have created. The 
united effort of the war has been largely 
due to the deep integrity inherent in our 
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race, the heritage of our disciplined re- 
ligious ancestry. The result is victory 
over evil ideologies. Is that heritage 
exhausted? No. But its continued mo- 
mentum depends upon our evangel and 
not uppn plans and schemes devised by 
those who have never been touched by 
its fire and its grace. 

“The dominance of the three Great 
Powers in the future is to be maintained 
by force rather than by consent. . This 
is a variant of totalitarianism that should 
cause us concern. The only totalitarian- 
ism that can hold the world is the Gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, which knows noth- 
ing whatever of force. Put Christ in 
the midst of the nations and He is the 
only league of nations you want., Let 
Christ preside over the whole inter- 
national life of the world, and the ‘Four 
Freedoms’ will be secure and lasting. 
Only He can mediate between man and 
man and nation and natioh, who has 
already mediated between man and God. 
The great dream of a united world can 
never be realized without Jesus Christ. 

“The indomitable factor in the affairs 
of the world is not man but God. The 
handful of humble people who set out on 
the first audacious Christian adventure 
had no plans, but they had faith in a 
divine plan. We have many plans, but 
little faith.” 


Brief Notes 


The Roman Catholic bishop in Brent- 
wood, England, having announced that 
“we are out to reinstate the Pope in 
England,” a large congregation of Brent- 
wood people gathered to hold a memo- 
rial service for the Brentwood martyr, 
William Hunter, burned at the stake in 
1555. He was a boy of but nineteen years 
when he bravely took his place among 
the 288 martyrs of the terrible Marian 
persecution. 


Kentucky Baptists are protesting the 
use of Marxian-slanted textbooks in the 
public schools, especially those of Prof. 
Harold Rugg, of Teachers’ College, Co- 
lumbia University, a nest of irreligion. 
Ten Kentucky counties already are us- 
ing Rugg books. Various states, as 
Georgia and California, have cast them 
out. The Kentucky Committee urges 
voters to see to it that “children have 
more homework in their social science 
studies so that parents may know what 
is being taught them.” 


Dr. Stanley Browne, Baptist mission- 
ary on the Congo, holds the degrees of 
Bachelor of Science and of Medicine 
(London University), Fellow of the 
Royal College of Surgeons, Fellow of 
the Royal College of Physicians, Doctor 
of Medical Theory, and Associate of 
King’s College, London. In early days, 
as a boy in the Drummond Road Bap- 
tist Sunday School, Bermondsey, he took 
first place for all England in the annual 
Scripture examination of the National 
Sunday School Union for three years, 
and second place for two years. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 30.. WORLD-WIDE FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTLANS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 10, Galatians 3:26-28; 1 John 1; 3; 4, printed text, Acts 10:34-43 


Kine James Vension 

Acts 10:34 Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth 
I perceive that God is no respecter of persons: 

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and worketh 

righteousness, is accepted with him. 


36 The 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ: 


all Judza, and began from Galilee, 
John preached; 


38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost 
and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. 

39 And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 


HERE is a vast difference between 

I the world-wide fellowship of Chris- 

tians, and a world-wide association 
of religious denominations. Christians 
are people who are born again and in- 
dwelt by the Holy Spirit of God. As 
such, they are members of Christ and 
of one another. He is their glorified 
Head in Heaven (Col. 1:18). They are 
called “the church, which is his body, 
the fulness of him that filleth all in all” 
(Eph. 1:23). Concerning these, our Lord 
prayed that “they may be one” (John 
17:11, 21). They are one so far as life 
and family relationship is concerned. It 
is the will of God that such should be 
one also in fellowship and, testimony 
(Phil. 1:27). 

This unity will be displayed fully in 
the glory at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our gathering together 
unto Him (2 Thess. 2:1). How ashamed 
many of us will be, in that day, of the 
trivial things which we have permitted 
to separate us from fellow saints while 
here on earth. 

Shall we be there, so near, so dear, 

And be estranged and cold while here? 
It is the will of God “that there should 
be no schism in the body” (1 Cor. 12:25). 
Yet we often allow the most trifling 
differences of opinion to hinder our fel- 
lowship with those who love our Lord 
Jesus Christ perhaps even more than we 
do ourselves. 

On the other hand, we are not to use 
the plea for unity to blind our eyes tc 
apostate conditions, with whick we are 
warned to have no fellowship. God’s 
Word holds us responsible to walk in 
separation from all who bring not the 
doctrine of Christ (2 John 9, 10). We 
can pray for many with whom we may 
not consistently have communion. 


The Historical Setting 


Peter’s ministry in the house of Cor- 
nelius took place about A.D. 41, some 


word which God sent unto the children of Israel, 
(he is Lord of all:) 

37. That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout 
after the baptism which 


the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and 


hanged on a tree: 


Golden Text.—For the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.—Rom. 10:12 


40 Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him openly; 
41 Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of 


God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose 


from the dead. 


of quick and dead. 


42 And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to 
testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the Judge 


43 To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name 


eight years after the risen Lord had 
given the definite command to go into 
all the world with the Gospel message. 
It took a special revelation (by means 
of a vision) to give the apostle the neces- 
sary courage and understanding that 
would enable him to go to the Gentiles 
with the evangel of grace. God had, 
literally, to thrust him forth, and the 
results were most blessed. 








Verse by Verse 


Acts 10:34.—“Of a truth I perceive that 
God is no respecter of persons.” It was 
but a few hours since this had been 
impressed upon Peter’s heart and mind. 
Race prejudice is hard to overcome. 
When coupled with religious prejudice, 
it is a combination hard to beat. Though 
expressly commanded by the Lord to 
carry His Gospel to the uttermost parts 
of the earth, none of the apostles had, 
up to this time, been able to pass over 
these barriers in order to go to the Gen- 
tiles with the message of life. Peter’s 
vision and the subsequent events had, 
at last, convinced him that God no longer 
recognized just one favored nation, but 
that the Gospel was for all mankind. 

Verse 35.—“In every nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh righteousness 
is accepted with him.” God, who knows 
the inmost thoughts of the heart, re- 
ceives all who come to Him in rever- 
ence and contrition of heart, and who 
by their righteous behavior evince the 
reality of their faith. Such a one was 
Cornelius, and Peter could therefore 
speak to him with confidence (vs. 1, 2), 
knowing that he was an honest seeker 
after God. 


Verse 36.—“Preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ.” This was in accord with the 
angel’s announcement at the nativity of 
our Lord (Luke 2:14). Jesus is the 
Prince of Peace. Though earth had re- 
jected Him. God was still offering peace 
to all whe put their trust in Him — that 
peace which He had made by the blood 
of His cross (Col. 1:20). 

Verse 37.—“That word .. . which was 
published .. . after the baptism which 
John preached.” Note the order. It is 


whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins. 
The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


. 


evident that Cornelius and his house- 
hold were familiar with the facts con- 
cerning the relative nature of the min- 
istries of John the Baptist and of Jesus. 
John preached the need of repentance, 
that is, of self-judgment and the ac- 
knowledgment of one’s sinfulness. Jesus 
came not to condemn, but to save. He 
preached the Gospel of peace (Luke 4: 
18), offering eternal life to all who re- 
ceived His messace in faith (John 5:24). 


Verse 38—‘“God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with 
power.” In His humiliation, as Man on 
earth, Jesus did not act alone in His 
divine power, but was in all things sub- 
ject to the Father. Anointed after his 
baptism by the Spirit, He did all His 
works in the energy of the Spirit, as 
He “went about doing good, and healing 
all that were oppressed of the devil.” 
Thus He demonstrated His Messiahship 
to Israel. 


Verse 39.—“Whom they slew and 
hanged on a tree.” Instead of receiving 
Him, His own people spurned His claims 
and refused allegiance to His ‘royal 
authority. They delivered Him to the 
Gentiles to be crucified, not knowing 
that in doing this they were fulfilling 
their own Scriptures, which plainly de- 
clared that they would do this very 
thing. See particularly Isaiah 53. On 
the cross He became the great sin of- 
fering. 


Verse 40.—“God raised [him] up the 
third day, and shewed him openly.” His 
resurrection was the proof of God’s ac- 
ceptance of His propitiatory work, and 
told of the perfection of His sacrifice. 
“This thing was not done in a corner” 
(Acts 26:26). God saw to it that there 
were many creditable eye-witnesses to 
the fact that He who had died lived 
again. 


Verse 41.—“Not to all the people, but 
unto witnesses chosen before of God.” 
The rabble could not have been sure 
whether the risen Jesus was the seme 
as He who had been crucified. God chose 
as witnesses those \who knew Him well, 
who could not be deceived by some im- 
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Lesson for December 30 


poster claiming to be the resurrected 
Christ. Such were permitted to meet 
and converse with Him intimately, even 
to “eat and drink with him after he rose 
from the dead.” Thus His disciples knew 
for certain that He was the very same 
’ Jesus they had known and loved before. 


Verse 42.—‘He commanded us to 
preach ... that it is he which was or- 
dained of God to be the Judge of quick 
and dead.” We know from many other 
Scriptures that it is God who is thus 
to judge (Eccles. 12:14; Rom. 2:16). Here 
we learn that Jesus is God and it is He 
who will sit upon the judgment throne 
as He himself declared (John 5:22, 23). 
This is the message to be proclaimed to 
all men everywhere (Acts 17:30, 31). 


Verse 43—“Whosoever believeth in 
him shall receive remission of sins.” By 
this declaration Peter shows how he un- 
derstood the words spoken by Jesus to 
the disciples on the occasion of their 
gathering in the meeting place at Jeru- 
salem that first evening ‘after the Resur- 
rection (John 20:23). Through this risen 
Saviour, of whom the prophets of old 
had spoken, Peter boldly proclaimed re- 
mission of sins for all who believe on 
His name. It was no question of priestly 
absolution, but the assurance that all 
who trust in Christ have received re- 
mission of sins. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Our Lord has commanded His disciples 
to go “into all the world, and preach 
the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16: 
15). All who believe that Gospel and- 
trust the Saviour of whom it speaks are 
born of God. Their sins are remitted, 
and they are made members of the new 
creation of which tht risen Christ is the 
Head. This company of redeemed ones 
constitutes the one true Church, to which 
every believer is joined by the Holy 
Spirit. This is that unity of the Spirit 
which we are told to endeavor to keep 
(Eph. 4:3). It is not a man-made con- 
federacy of sects and denominations. It 
is a fellowship of life and the Spirit. 


Lesson Outline 
THE UNIFYING MESSAGE 

. God’s concern for all men (vy. 34) 

. His acceptance of honest seekers (v. 
35) 

. Christ the source of peace (v. 36) _ 

. The anointed Saviour (vs. 37, 38) 

. The Lord Jesus rejected and crucified 
(v. 39) 

. God’s approval shown in resurrection 
(vs. 40, 41) 

. He who died and rose is Judge of all 
(v. 42) 

. Forgiveness through His name (v. 43) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Distinction between Union and Unity. 
Though all the groups of professed 
Christians were banded together in one 
great confederacy, that would not be 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Last Week’s Lesson 


23.—The Message 
to the World 


12. December 
Christmas 


Next Week's Lesson 


1. January 6.—A People Oppressed. 
Exodus 1 to 5 








unity. ‘It would only be a union of many 
heterogeneous elements — an amalgama- 
tion of denominations destined, at last, 
to culminate in Babylon the great (Rev. 
17). True unity is that which is pro- 
duced by the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
as we read in Ephesians 4:4: “There 
is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling.” 
This includes only those who are in 
Christ. It is to this fellowship we are 
called (1 Cor. 1:9). A mere human 
confederacy is but a satanic imitation of 
this divinely formed unity. 


Summaries and Applications 


The Scriptural ideal is a church fel- 
lowship made up of only born-again 
people. 


In our zeal for adding members to our 
church rolls, do we not often fail to 
show proper care that those seeking fel- 
lowship know whom they have believed 
and so come in on definite confession of 
faith? 


There is a great hue and cry today for 
the re-union of Christendom, but this, 
if accomplished, would be a very differ- 
ent thing from the unity of the Spirit. 


Our zeal for outward unity should 
never lead us to tolerate fellowship with 
evil, in life or in doctrine. 


The same Scriptures which exhort us 
to practical fellowship with all who love 
our Lord Jesus Christ warn us against 
indifference to that which dishonors God 
among professing Christians. 


People often mistake their prejudices 
for their consciences and so refuse to 
recognize those whom Christ has re- 
ceived. 


Others glory in their breadth of mind, 
going along with doctrinal and moral 
evil on the plea that they must not take 
any stand which will disturb the peace 
of the church. 


Throughout the Word of God we find 
He ever calls His people to walk in 
separation from iniquity. It is only as 
they obey His Word that their fellowship 
is real and lasting (2 Cor. 6:14-18; 2 Tim. 
2: 19-21). 

CHICAGO. 

w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is Christian feilowship? 


2. What is the difference between 
union and unity as applied to Chris- 
tian groups? 
3. What was Peter’s reason for not want- 
ing to mingle with people of other races? 
4. Should a Christian have hatred even 
for Japanese or Germans? Explain. 
5. Is there any foundation for inter-racial 
harmony except in Christ Jesus? 
6. Is it right to refuse fellowship to pro- 
fessing Christians? 
7. How may we know whether we may 
safely fellowship with others, or not? 
8. Why is America responsible for spread- 
ing the Gospel to other nations? 


(Answers on page 1020) 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M, Olson 


“Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter. of persons” (Acts 10:34).— 
This is remarkable coming from Peter 
who had deep-rooted prejudices against 
Gentiles, and who required the thrice 
repeated vision of the earlier part of 
the chapter to prepare him to go to a 
Gentile. ' 

Peter introduced his message to Cor- 
nelius and his kinsmen and near friends 
by confessing, “Ye know how that it is 
an unlawful thing for a man that is a 
Jew to keep company, or come unto one 
of another nation; but God hath shewed 
me that I should not call any man com- 
mon or unclean” (v. 28). 

If the Nazis had profited from this 
experience of the Apostle Peter’s, they 
could have saved themselves from war 
and crushing defeat. Respect of persons 
is now given as a vital cause of Ger- 
many’s downfall by no less a personage 
than Dr. Robert Ley, former Nazi labor 
boss. 

Before committing suicide, Dr. Ley 
wrote what he called, “My Political 
Testament,” and addressed it to “My 
German People.” 

In it he wrote: “We have forsaken 
God, and therefore we were forsaken 
of God. We Nazis must have the cour- 
age to rid ourselves of anti-Semitism. 
We must tell our youth it was a mis- 
take.” 

Dr. Ley had been one of Adolph Hit- 
ler’s most enthusiastic persecutors of the 
Jews; but in his death he appealed to 
the German people and.to the Jews 
themselves to find a way of living to- 
gether in peace. 

Among other things he proposed the 
creation of a joint board of Jews and 
Gentiles honestly .prepared to find con- 
ditions under which the Jews and Ger- 
mans could live together. He confessed 
that “Anti-Semitism distorted our out- 
look, and we made great errors.” 

“But in every nation he that feareth 
him, and worketh righteousness, is ac- 
cepted with him” (v. 35).—This does 
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not mean that Cornelius was a saved 
man, for he was told, “Send men to 
Joppa, and call for Simon, whose sur- 
name is Peter; who shall tell thee words, 
whereby thou and all thy house shall 
be saved” (Acts 11:13, 14). 

R. A. Torrey said, “Everyone who hon- 
estly seeks to know God’s will and to 
do it, though he has failed to keep that 
law in some points, as all have and are 
therefore under the curse of the broken 
law and in need of redemption (Gal. 
3:10-13), is acceptable to God as one to 
whom, He will make known the way of 
salvation and thus save him (John 7: 
iD.” 


“He ig Lord of all” (vy. 36). —Whether 
He is acknowledged Lord by all or not, 
He is Lord of all! 

As Peter said on the day of Pentecost, 
“Therefore let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly, that God hath made that 
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, 
both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36). 

To Gentile believers, Paul wrote, 
“Wherefore God also hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name: that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow... 
and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, "to the glory 
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:9-11). 

Happy is every Jew and every Gen- 
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tile who knows Jesus Christ as Saviour 
and Lord! 

An ungodly plumber working in the 
home of a Christian boastingly said, “I 
never have and never shall bow my 
knees to anyone !” 

However correct he may be as to the 
past, we know he is mistaken as to the 
future, for the Scriptures reveal the fact 
that all must bow the knee to Jesus 
Christ and acknowledge Him Lord, even 
in a lost eternity. 


“And he commanded us to preach. . 
and to testify that it is he which was 
ordained of God to be the Judge of 
quick [living] and dead” (v. 42).—Since 
He commanded the apostles to present the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Judge, all who 
preach and teach today should consider 
that command as still in effect. 

The public does not hear as often as 
it should that the very One who died for 
our sins and rose again has had all 
judgment committed to Him (John 5: 
22); and that He will judge both the 
living and the dead. 

It is only of those who are “in Christ 
Jesus” that it is written, “There is there- 
fore now no condemnation” (Rom. 8:1). 
See also John 5:24. 


“To him give all the prophets witness, 
that through his name whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive remission of 
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sins” (v. 43).—What an array of finger. 
posts we have in the prophets from 
Moses to John the Baptist! How def. 
nitely, faithfully, and continuously they 
pointed to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

How decidedly the Lord says to the 
Jews, “Had ye believed Moses, ye would 
have believed me: for he wrote of me” 
(John 5:46). Yes, Moses wrote of Christ, 

While walking with the two bewil- 
dered disciples to Emmaus, He “ex. 
pounded unto them in all the scriptures 
the things concerning himself (Luke 24: 
27). All.the prophets witness to Him. 

“Whosoever believeth in him shall re. 
ceive remission of sins” (v. 43).—“That 
grand word ‘whosoever’ takes me in,” 
said the Gypsy boy whose name was 
Garabed Kavocain Kovachian! So com. 
pletely has the Lord Jesus Christ put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself that 
anyone believing on Him shall receive 
remission of sins. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


Ms ‘ 
The Illustration, Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
year and explaining the conditions upon which 
illustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents, $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” reference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 

resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
imit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

A Bible Instead of Cutlass or Gun.— 
For the same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him (Rom. 10:12, 
Golden Text). A Nigerian missionary 
arrived at a Communion service in 
which four towns were combining, and 
heard an African addressing the crowded 
church in a preparatory meeting as fol- 
lows: “I cannot tell you the gladness 
that is in my heart today. As I walked 
along the path with the other members 
from my town I saw that each man held 
in his hand his Testament and his hymn- 
book. No man carried a cutlass or a 
gun. No man walked with fear; every 
man with faith in you. And yet it is 
but four years ago that no man from 
my town would have walked through 
your town without a cutlass in his hand, 
and even then he would not have walked 
alone. Nor would any man ftom your 
town have come unarmed through ours. 
What is the reason for this difference? 
At that time we worshiped the same gods 
as you did. Today we worship the same 
God as you do, but the God we worship 
today is a God of peace. We have 
learned that He is our Father, and that 
we are brothers.”—From Bishop of Croy- 
don.. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. 


According To, Not Out Of.—Rich unto 
all (Rom. 10:12, Golden Text). Dr. 
Marsh was once a guest of a very 
wealthy American. In that home of lux- 
ury he saw a motto card hanging on the 
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Lesson for December 30 


wall. It read, “My God cball supply all 
your need out of His ricues in glory 
by Christ Jesus.” He quietly remarked, 
"{ should not like to hang up that motto 
in my room.” The American at once 


‘replied, “Well, I think it’s just great.” 


“Yes, indeed,” came the retort: “It is 
great, but it might be greater. My Bible 
reads, ‘My God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus.” “So!” came the answer, 
“put that amounts to the same thing!” 
‘My friend,” said Dr. Marsh, “if you gave 
a beggar ten cents, it would be out of 
your riches; but if you gave him accord- 
ing to your riches he would never need 
to beg again.”"—From “The Unknown 
God,” by One Who Loves Him. Sent by 
E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


The Man He Saw.—God is no respecter 
of persons (Acts 10:34). 
He did not note the one who stood before 
Him at the time, nor reckon up the score 
By what he was —a fisherman sunburned, 
A farmer freshly smelling of the ground, 
A gatherer of tax, a woman worn 
By all the wrong and pain that she had 
borne. 
The one who was, He never seemed to 
see, 
He only saw the one who was to be. 
—From C. E. Flynn. Sent by M. H. 
James, Toronto, Can. 


Help For All Nationalities—God is 
no respecter of persons (Acts 10:34). 
An Army Scripture Reader writes: “Vis- 
iting enemy wounded I gave a German 
Testament to a man who looked very 
il indeed. He opened it in such an* 
eager manner that I regretted being un- 
Two days 
later he died. I showed a wounded 
Polish soldier John 3:16, 17, in a Polish 
New Testament and made him read it 
aloud; then John 20:31. He looked so 
grateful and seemed impressed by what 
he had read. The childlike delight of 
a Russian at receiving a Gospel in his 
own language was comical and pathetic. 
One of our own (British) wounded has 
professed faith in Christ."—From the 
British Flag. Sent by E. Edmunds, Hail- 
sham, Sussex, Eng. 


Hymns in the Jungle—But in every 
nation he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness .is accepted with him 
(Acts 10:35). Here is a report of a sol- 
dier’s experience in the South Pacific. 
After a time in Australia, he was sent 
to New Guinea when operations were 
begun there. High in the mountains he 
was wounded in combat. “Imagine,” he 
says, “a dark, stormy, rainy, tropical 
night and myself, a wounded American 
soldier, being carried down the moun- 
tainside through the thick jungle by a 
group of natives called Fuzzy-wuzzies, 
and all the way to hear them singing 
the Christian hymn, 

Lead, kindly Light, amid the encircling 

gloom, 
Lead Thou me on; 
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The night is dark, and I am far from 
home; 
Lead Thou me on. 

That was an experience in my Christian 
life that has meant more to me than 
anything else.” That young man, a 
graduate of a university in the South, 
determined that if he were spared, he 
would go back to the States when the 
war was over and prepare himself for 
missionary work among the natives on 
that island. He was not alone. There 
were many others like him to whom the 
war has brought an enlarged missionary 
vision.—From King’s Business. Sent by 
Mrs. Robert Vining, Franklin Square, 
N. Y.; and Mrs. A. J. Levengood, Dayton, 
Tenn. Prize illustration. 


A Child’s Confidence.—In every nation 
he that feareth him, and worketh right- 
eousness, is accepted with him (Acts 
10:35). While Robert Morrison was in 
New York, on his way from Eng- 
land as a missionary to China, he 
was taken seriously ill. A kind gen- 
tleman took him to his own home, 
and put him in his own bed. In 
the same room was a little child, sleep- 
ing so quietly in her crib that they de- 
cided not to waken her. Some time 
afterward the child awakened and 
turned to her father’s bed. She was 
startled at seeing a stranger there. Grip- 
ping the sides of her crib, she stood up 
and looked at Mr. Morrison steadily for 
a moment; then rather falteringly she 
asked, “Man, do you pray to God?” “Oh, 
yes, my dear,” came the quick response, 
“every day. God is my best Friend.” 
The answer reassured the child. After 
a moment she sank slowly down into her 
crib, laid her head again upon her pil- 
low, and fell asleep. Morrison said that 
he never forgot that child’s lesson of 
confidence and faith; and that among 
the worst hardships and dangers of his 
missionary work, he was always able 
to lie down and sleep, a stranger in a 
strange land, but always under the pro- 
tection of the Almighty God—From 
Youth’s Companion. Sent by Eleanor 
L. Griffith, Rockland, Maine. 


A Sea as Well as a Fountain.—Whoso- 
ever believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins (Acts 10:43). The Rev. 
Dr. Alexander Whyte, of Free St. 
George’s Church, Edinburgh, once made 
a running comment on Cowper’s famous 
hymn—a hymn which some ministers 
wished excluded from the New Hym- 
nary, as offensive to good taste and fine 
feeling. This great divine and devout 
minister, when he read, “There is a 
fountain filled with blood,” paused and 
said, “My sins for their cleansing call 
for a sea, not a fountain.” Said a min- 
ister who heard Dr. Whyte’s comment, 
“Is not that the sea in which God 
cast our sins?”—From the _ British 
Weekly. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Lacona, N. Y. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, have you come to the 

point in your Christian experience 
where you would like to be of real serv- 
ice to the Lord, but difficulties seem to 
arise at every turn which baffle and dis- 
courage you? Well, take a look at the 
tenth chapter of the Book of Acts and 
see how the Lord handled the matter for 
Peter and Cornelius. Here was Cor 
nelius, a Gentile, seeking God; and here 
was Peter, a Jew, holding the preciou 
truth that Cornelius needed. But th 
Jews had no dealings with the Gentile: 
The Jews regarded it as a sin to asso 
ciate with them in any way, and the 
Gentiles knew it. That was a racial and 
spiritual barrier so great that it com- 
pletely blocked the way of the Gospel 
to the Gentiles. But, “with God all 
things are possible,” and He showed 
Peter very clearly, in a vision, that he 
should go to Cornelius and preach to 
him the way of life as it is in Christ. 

Peter had the faith to believe and 
obey, in spite of a tradition so binding 
upon every Jew, and the result was the 
salvation of Cornelius and his household. 
It also opened the way for the Gospel 
to reach all Gentiles. We Gentiles should 
be very grateful for that; indeed, we 
should praise God ‘with all our heart 
for ‘it. 

One interesting thing about this in- 
cident is that both Cornelius and Peter 
were praying. When you pray, that 
brings God into the transaction and 
nothing is too hard for Him. He solves 
the problem, whatever it is, and shows 
the way clearly. The praying of these 
two men made it possible for God to 
work at both ends of the line and to 
bring them together in a most unusual 
and interesting way. If you want spice 
and variety; if you want to get out of 
the rut of habit and custom and the com- 
monplace, you pray. That brings God 
into the situation, and when He comes 
in unusual things begin to happen. He 
puts action and dignity and glory in 
the most commonplace events. He may 
not change your work, nor your place of 
service; but He will change the aspect 
of it all and you will begin to see life 
and achievement in the very details of 
your life which you had come to look 
upon as dull, lifeless, and unprofitable. 
That is one thing about the life of a real 
Christian that thrills me through and 
through. 

” Here was Peter, a humble servant of 
the Lord, up on Simon’s roof making his 
noontime prayer. And he was hungry. 
Nothing very exciting about that; but 
suddenly there appeared before him that 
most amazing spectacle of a sheet being 
let down from heaven, caught up at the 
four corners and filled with all manner 
of beasts and reptiles. It was God's 
method of giving to him for the greater 
part of the world the most important 
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message it ever received. It turned the 
whole tide of the glorious Gospel into 
vast human channels that had never 
received it before. If Peter had decided, 
while waiting for Mrs. Simon-the-Tan- 
ner’s dinner preparations, to turn on the 
radio or to go down to the corner drug- 
store, he might have missed his biggest 
life opportunity for service to his Lord. 
The same with Cornelius. He was pray- 
ng when the angel appeared to him and 
gave him minute instructions how to get 
the very help he needed. 

Nothing like this combination of events 
ever occurred before or since. There 
is no doubt but the Lord has a special 
and unique experience prepared and 
waiting for those of His servants who 
make a habit of prayer. Your part and 
mine in the marveleus transaction is so 
very simple and possible. Just prayer — 
prayer at any place or any time night 
or day. It is not difficult like securing a 
grandstand ticket to a sold-out major 
league baseball game, or getting an in- 
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terview at the White House. Prayer is 
as simple as breathing. Just fix your mind 
on God and ask Him for the best; and 
the best for you consists of those things 
that are according to His will. You can 
trust Him for that as you can trust no 
other friend. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
God’s Love for All People 
(Acts 10:23b-29, 34, 35) 


WO rabbits were sitting under a tree 

and watching two squirrels frisking 
in the branches above. “Oh, look!” said 
one rabbit, nudging the other. “What 
very queer tails those creatures have! 
How do they ever manage to keep from 
tripping over them?” And the two rab- 
bits smothered their giggles so they 
would not be overheard. Later on, lying 
hidden in the grass, the two rabbits 
overheard the squirrels chattering to- 
gether. “Did you see those odd-looking 
creatures under the tree this morning?” 
asked one. “Did you notice what very 
queer tails they had, just funny little 
round bumps of fur !” The rabbits looked 
at each other in amazement. Their tails 
queer! “I guess,” decided one, “I guess, 
perhaps, neither of us is queer. Maybe 
we're just different.” (Adapted from 
Alice Crowell Hoffman.) 

Do you suppose God thinks rabbits 
are any queerer than squirrels, or Ital- 
ians than Jews, or Japanese than Ameri- 
cans? Long ago when Christians were 
new, the Jewish Christians supposed 
they were\the only ones God loved or 
would save. So God gave Peter a les- 
son. (Tell the story of Peter and Cor- 
nelius from Acts 10.) Peter was sur- 
prised to find that God loved an Italian 
and would let him be a Christian. So 
were the other Jews whom Peter told 
about it. 

Something happened in Antioch, too 
(see map). Some traveling Christians 
told the foreigners there about the Lord 
Jesus, and a great many Greeks believed. 
Barnabas was sent to Antioch and helped 
these foreigners to become better Chris- 
tians. He got Saul (Paul) to help. And 
later the two of them traveled on to 
Asia Minor. There, after they had 
preached to the Jews in another Anti- 
och (see map), they told the foreigners 
also about the Lord Jesus, because they 
had read in their Bible, the Old Testa- 
ment, that God would send the Lord 
Jesus to save not only the Jews but all 
people “unto the end of the earth” (Isa. 
49:6). How happy the foreigners were 
to know God loved them, too! (Acts 
13: 48.) 

. When some of the Jews didn’t like it 
because foreigners were allowed to be- 
come Christians and church members, 
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Paul and Barnabas went up to Jerusalem 
where the church had a conference 
There Peter told of God’s proving to him 
by Cornelius that God was willing to 
have foreigners for Christians. “Gog 

. put no difference between us and 
them” (Acts 15:9). Later Paul wrote® 
to the Romans: “There is no difference 
between the Jew and the Greek: for the 
same Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him. For whosoever shall cal] 
upon the name of the Lord shall be 
saved” (Rom. 10:12, 13). 


Now the Gospel has spread to distant 
lands, to America, to Africa. Many men 
and women and boys and girle are rich 
because they have asked the Lord to 
save them. Then His riches go on and 
make something good of each one s0 
he will be a blessing to others. There 
was Barnabas, the Jew from Cyprus long 
ago—see Acts 4:36, 37; 11:24. No boy 
is so poor, no girl so homely, no child 
so queer, no boy so bad that God won't 
have him in His family and make him 
a happy, helpful Christian. 

What will the Lord make out of you, 
if you ask Him to fill you with His 
riches? I don’t know all you may be, 
but at least, He will make you a Chris- 
tian boy (girl) and a good boy (girl), 
a blessing to those around you. “For 
the same Lord over all.is rich unto all 
that call upon him” (Memory Verse). 
Will you ask Him? 

A yellow arrow completes the quar- 
ter’s chart, a yellow arrow pointing 
from “God” to “I,” reminding us of the 
riches God will give us if we ask Him. 
Then we'll be able to live in all the ways 
our chart suggests. (Review.) 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1017) 


1. It is mutual enjoyment of and partici- 
pation in the precious things of Christ. 

2. Union is a confederation of denomina- 
tions. Unity is the oneness of all genuine 
believers. 


3. The Jews considered themselves supe- 
rior to other races because they had been 
set apart as God’s chosen people (John 4: 
9; Gal. 2:12-14). 

4: No. Japanese and Germans who have 
been guilty of crimes and atrocities should 
be punished as any other criminals, not 
from hatred, but from justice, and others 
of those nations should be dealt with as 
fairly and honorably as any other people. 


5. There is no other sure foundation. But 
it is often possible for people of different 
races to get along with one another, be- 
cause God has created all men. If it were 
not, we should have chaos. 


6. If they deny foundation truths or walk 
in unholiness of life, we are commanded 
to refuse fellowship with them. 


7. By their attitude toward the Lord and 
His Word. 


8. Since only through the Gospel is the 
righteousness of God revealed, America, a8 
a nation that knows of Christ, must share 
Him with others (Rom. 1:14-18). . 
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Lesson for December 30 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 


Wrurninc OTHER RAcEs To CHRIST 


ETER was responsible for two of the 

greatest revivals that opened the 
Christian Era. On the day of Pentecost 
he was used to win three thousand of 
his fellow countrymen to the Lord Jesus. 
Later Peter brought revival to Ceesarea 
and a community of Gentiles, but before 
this second revival took place God had 
to make some changes in Peter’s heart 
before he was ready to share Christ with 
“foreigners.” “Salvation is of the Jews,” 
because through them the Saviour came, 
but salvation is for the Jew, the Greek, 
and everyone else (Rom. 1:16). 


What are some of the barriers that 
prevent people from taking an active, 
loving interest in neighbors of other 
races, whether they may live in the same 
locality, or in native lands overseas? 
List-on the blackboard such barriers as 
differences in education, occupation, 
geographical location, language, sanita- 
tion, customs, religion. 


How may these barriers be broken 
down and the “middle wall of partition” 
that separates us not only in outward 
ways, but more fundamentally in our 
inner attitudes and prejudices? (Eph. 2: 
11-14). What is our Government doing 
to bring good will between races and 
nations? To what extent may ‘this help 
to alter inner attitudes? ‘What is. being 
done through educational and business 
groups? What is being done by ris- 
tians to break barriers down? In indi- 
vidual instances where people of other 
races have lived among us with the same 
culture, education, and economic success, 
what has been done, and what can be 
done to remove a feeling of superiority 
or inferiority? What is meant by God- 
centered racial contacts? 


Refer to people of other races who 
were helped in our country to become 
great influences for Christian good, such 
as George Washington Carver, and Soong 
Yao-ju and his daughter Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek. 


“I do not like all the things that peo- 


ple of other races do,” explained a Chris-’ 


tian friend; “but I like the people.” 
Read 1 John $ and 4 with pencil: and 
paper on hand so that you may list 
thoughts that come in connection with 
Christian fellowship between people of 


every race and culture. What two out- ~ 


standing commandments given here may 
be applied to this problem? “And this 
is his commandment, That we should 
believe on the name of his Son Jesus 
Christ, and love one another” (1 John 
3:23). Notice the emphasis on knowing 
God through Christ, and loving others 
because He loves them. 


_ Know God. One who wants to meet 
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other peoples on friendly terms must 
personally know the Son of God. We 
sometimes hear of those who have gone 
abroad to share civilization, commerce, 
or something else, but who failed to 
benefit hearts and personalities of indi- 
viduals because their ultimate aim was 
not to exalt Christ. Others who have 
gone to glorify the Lord and make Him 
known found that material benefits fol- 
lowed in a consistent and acceptable 
manner. There is one factor that makes 
of one all peoples on the earth, and that 
is when individuals of any nationality 
become “one in Christ.” 


Practice Love. How may Christian 
love be manifested between people of 
other races? When folks are “one in 
Christ” they have a supernatural love 
for one another. Will there, then, be 
any feeling of racial difference? Cer- 
tainly, these differences will remain, but 
they will not make one group feel con- 
ceited while another group feels crushed. 
All races will be exalted to a Chris- 
tian level. Will there be intimate friend- 
ships between individual Christians of 
different races? While there may be 
close friendships, these friendships will 
be wisely surrendered to God. They 
will be reasonable and discreet. Fel- 
lowship between Christians of one race 
and another, between rich and poor, 
young and old, men and women, must 
be kept within the will of God. He will 
show us how far to extend our love— 
— far enough —to reach His heart. Like 
Peter, we may need to realize that while 
power to cleanse hearts and transform 
lives belongs to God, He wants us as 
instruments to make Him known. 

If there has been a “wall” in your 
heart against anyone who needs the 
Saviour, won’t you ask Him to break it 
down and show you how He may glorify 
Himself through you? 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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52 Lessons for Young People’s Societies 


Handy book for Pastors and all Chris- 
tian Workers. 
Safe—Sound—Scriptural 
Single copies, 50 cents; lots of ten or 
more, 40 cents 
CHRISTIAN LIFE PUBLICATIONS 
Peoria 8, Ilinois - - 7 ° R.B. & 
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¢ Insist on the ORIGINAL, 
Forty-six Years’ Supremacy. 
Never equalled. Condensed 
Thought. Digest and Text of Les- 
son. Full Exposition. Other features. 


Flexible Binding. 40c Postpaid 
F. H. REVELL CO. 158 Fifth Avenue New York 10, N.Y. 





National Headquarters 
The Business Men’s Council of the 
Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


ORGANIZED 1916 - INCORPORATED{1917 


710 Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Supported by voluntary contributions. Distribution 
FREE to Veterans Hospitals, Industrial Plants, 
Army, Navy, etc. THE NEED IS GREAT — $10.00 
will supply 50 Testaments, $5.00 will supply 25 Testa- 
ments, and $1.00 will supply 5 Testaments. 





THE MEXICAN INDIAN MISSION 
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Indians have been won to Christ. 
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8490 Lyndon Avenue 


with over 100 fully colored Bible characters for 
teaching the early life of Christ. Also the 
Christmas Story and two lessons on the boyhood 
of Christ printed complete with object lessons 
and questions. All enclosed in beautiful portfolio 
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guide in making background scenes on flannel. 
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WANTED 


Tee. Christian girls, or mother and daughter — for 
an p homsekooringy helping with children. 
164, Fairfield, Conn. 
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Monthly Publication, ‘The Bible Today” 
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100,000 JEWS 


For 36 years we have carried the Gospel to this 
great number of God's ancient people, scat- 
tered over the four Western Provinces. In 
Winnipeg 20,000 of this number live within 
a radius of one square mile of the mission 
premises. Your prayerful and financial help is 
appreciated. Kindly communicate with the 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topic and Scripture: 


The Story of Jesus for Everyone 
(Acts 10:17-34, 44-48) 


N THIS last Sunday of the year, it 

is fitting to do a little looking back 
over the work done. You know men in 
business take stock at the end of the 
year. We should do a little stock-tak- 
ing. 

How many of our class have we led 
to the Lord during the year? 

How many of the children have we 
definitely helped in their Christian 
life? 

Have we contacted the family of each 
child? 

Have we givén them the Gospel story? 

Have we helped the children to give 
out the Gospel by supplying them with 
tracts or Gospel portions? 

Our topic today is “The Story of Jesus 
for Everyone.” Do we believe it is for 
everyone? How far have we gone in 
trying to give it out? 

Is our class in better condition than 
it was on January 1, 1945? 

It should be. If it is not going ahead, 
it is going backward. It cannot remain 
static. None of us do. We either grow 
in grace or lose ground in our spiritual 
life. 

What about our own life? Are we 
living closer to the Lord than before? A 
class will go no farther in spiritual 
things than the teacher has gone. 

Answer these questions honestly in 
your own heart. If your report is poor, 
ask God to forgive you, and then, for- 
getting those things which are behind, 
press forward to a higher goal as a 
teacher than you have had before. 

You might do a little checking on the 
children. 


How many have brought a new pupil? 


How many tried to get somebody to 
come to Sunday school? 

How many have told the story of sal- 
vation through the Lord Jesus to some- 
body? 

How many won a soul for the Lord? 

How many gave out tracts? 

Then inspire them to make a fresh 
start and a better record for 1946. Re- 
solve to tell the story of Jesus more 
faithfully than ever before, for time 
grows short. We are looking for that 
call from Heaven, the Lord Jesus Christ 
His own. 


Quiz 
. Whom is the story of Jesus for? 
God love every nation? 
can you tell about the Lord Jesus? 
Should we tell a Japanese child about 
? 


E 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our 
Father, we do thank Thee for the vision 
that enlightened Thy servant Peter. We 
thank Thee for the unexpected dis- 
closure of Thy purposes for others be- 
yond the circle of Peter’s interest until 
this disclosure came. We are thinking 
today of the probability that our own 
vision of Thy purposes may be very un- 
informed if we have not sought Thy will 
with thoughtful consideration concerning 
others around us,—not what we may 
think of them, but what Thou dost think 
of them, and what are Thy plans for 
them are the matters that should con- 
cern us in our relations with others. We 


-_pray that we may not classify others 


as beyond Thy loving interest, but that 
we may understand Thy purposes and 
the reach of Thy providence as we look 
out over this needy world. May we be 
duly awakened to our privileges and re- 
sponsibilities in carrying the Word to 
others. In the name of the Lord Jesus, 
we pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What a surprise to 
Peter was this vision of which we have 
been studying today! He had much to 
learn as he went on with the. work com- 
mitted to his care, and he had especially 
to see clearly that out beyond his usual 
circle was an immense number of per- 
sons who needed the Gospel, and who 





OSPEL 
"TAKING THE (; TO THE 
ENTILES 


GOD NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS 











were within God’s plan for the spread 
of the Gospel. Peter had to learn that 
God was no respecter of persons, and 
Peter was to be God’s messenger to 
those who needed what God had pre- 
pared for their saving, and Peter was 
not to be the judge to decide that this 
or that person was worth the effort. 
Have you heard that wonderful verse 
from a hymn not generally known, but 


,gathered in a collection of Ter Steegen’s? 


Christ, the Son of God, hath sent we 
Through the midnight lands 
Mine the mighty ordination 
Of the pierced hands. 
Have you realized that yours is a setting 
apart for work like that? Let us bow 
our heads in prayer, and thank God for 
His willingness to use us in His service. 
PHILADELPHIA. 








Advertising brings new things to the 
resder’s attention and teaches him how 
te use them. You will find in the 
weekly advertising columns of The 
Sunday School Times many helpful 
hints that may save you hours of time 
and trouble. 
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Lesson for December 30 


The Christian 
and His Relationships 


Review of Sunday School Lessons, Fourth 
Quarter, 1945 


By Fannie E. Davidson 


1 
The Good Samaritan portrayed 
That love will always render aid. 
2 
The Jewish home taught God’s demands; 
“Obey your parents,” He commands. 
3 
Mary and Martha, from their Lord, 
Found love the answer for discord. 
4 
In early home young Timothy 
Was trained for useful ministry. 
5 
The church, a living brotherhood, 
In “one accord” for common good. 
6 
Holy is God,- Isaiah learned; 
His lips gave messages that burned. 
7 
The early church, on arms of prayer, 
Gave forth the Gospel everywhere. 
8 
On diff’ring views reached harmony, 
And welcomed Gentiles cordially. 
9 
God gives ability to earn, 
And stewards should His will discern. 
10 
Let shine your light before all men, 
Honor rulers, good citizen! 
11 
Let us exalt the Christ today; 
Not ’til He comes will peace hold sway. 
12 
The Saviour brought to men good will; 
Eternal joys their beings thrill. 
13 
In every land where Christ is known, 
Are those who claim Him as their own. 
GARRETT, IND. 
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Children at Home 


Night Sounds 
By Frederick Hall 


(<4 HAT’S that?” said Betsy. 
“Nothing,” said Billy. 
It’s your turn.” 

They were on the floor, playing, and 
Betsy had a domino in her hand, but 
she did not put it down. 

“It was, too, something,” 
“Listen! There it is again.” 

This time Billy heard it, too. 

“Where is it?” he asked. 

“In there.” Betsy pointed to the din- 
ing room. “Something in there is mak- 
ing noises.” 

“What did it sound like, when you 
first heard it?” 


“Go on. 


she said, 
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“The way it did just now. There it 
is again. I’m scared.” 


Billy was-not exactly a big boy, but 
he was a year and a half older than 
Betsy, and he knew that, even if he 
was a little nervous, it would never do 
to let her see it. 


“It doesn’t do any good to get scared,” 
he said. 


She knew ‘that was true, nevertheless 
she edged farther away from the open 
door. 


“I tell you,” she insisted, “something 
is in there.” 
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Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


By Philip E. Howard 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 
All Christians will be interested in this brief 


biography of the former Editor-in-Chief of 
The Sunday School Times. 


Seventy-one pages bound in attractive dark 
red cloth wih gilt lettering 


Seventy-five cents, postpaid 
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325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 


—_o erence 























When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 














THE NEED STILL 
IS TREMENDOUS 


REVIVAL NEEDED! 
It must come through God’s 
Word being carefully distrib- 
uted and read. This is the 


urgent work of our League. 


PRAY! PRAY! PRAY! 


“My Word shall not return 
unto Me void.” 


“For the Word of God is 
quick, and powerful, and 
sharper than any twoedged 
sword.” 
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“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto Me.” 


Our Responsibility Is Great. 

Our Opportunity Is Challenging. 

Our Calls For Service Are Urgent. 

Our God Summons Us To Labor While It Is Still Day. 
‘The Macedonian call still rings out, “Come over and help us.” 


Send your contributions to: 


The Business Men’s Council of the Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 
Organized 1916 


Calls from Veterans Hospitals, 
Camps, Army, Navy, Marines, 
Mission Stations, Prisons, 
High Schools and Colleges, 
Orphanages, Industrial Plants, 
etc. 


STATISTICS 


Is it possible? Facts presented 
show that 5% of the Church 
Members DO NOT EXIST, 10% 
cannot be found, 20% never pray, 
25% never read the Bible, 30% 
never attend church, 40% never 
give money to any cause, 50% 
never go to Sunday School, 60% 
never go to church on Sunday 
evenings, 70% never engage in 
any church work, 75% never give 
to missions, 80% never go to 

rayer meeting, 90% never have 
family worship, 95% never win a 
soul to the Lord. According to 
this we should bestir our- 
selves. Pray that our League 
may have a great part in 
eens our nation back to 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
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The Sunday School sa 


Calendar for 


1946 


A truly unique calendar, made ex- 
clusively for The Sunday School 
Times. Twelve sheets (9 x 16 inches) 
printed in rich sepia tone on white 


paper. 


Features 


Twelve pictures from the remarkable 
collection of Frances Jenkins Olcott, 
whose photographs and writings are 
to Sunday School Times 


well known 
readers, 


Scenes are localities where the events 
referred to in each month’s Interna- 
tional Uniform lessons were enacted. 
The titles and references for the In- 
ternational Uniform lessons are given 


for each Sunday in the year. 
There is a Scripture memory verse for 
each day in the year. 
PRICES 
(Postpaid) 
Sica $ 2 sag 
| Seago oe 1.10 100 
a Ob = xe 3.25 a 
ed he 4.75 300... 


& 


It makes an ideal, moderate-priced gift, 
and the quantity prices offer a real oppor- 
tunity to earn extra income by the sale of 

athong your friends and fellow 


workers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 
325 N. 18th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 





Tam enclosing $..........-.-.s00+++- , for which please 
eos soeceeseoeasen of The Sunday Scheol 

Fines Caicaiay for 

Name......... 

Address 
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“I don’t think it is anything can hurt 
us.” 

“I don’t like things that come in here 
and make noises when Mother and 
Daddy are away and we are all alone. 


Mother said,” she added, “that we might 


telephone.” 

“Just to tell her there are noises in 
the dining room? That would be silly.” 

“But what are they?” 

“Tll go in and find out.” 

“No!” cried Betsy. 

Billy did not insist. He had an idea 
about those noises, for he remembered 
the mouse that one time had made a 
great rattling among the papers in the 
wastebasket. This sounded a little like 
that, only louder, and a rat is not a 
pleasant thing to deal with. They sat 
there listening, and the sound came 
again—and then again! Once a soft 
plop! as if the rat (if it were a rat) 
had bitten off something and let it fall 
to the floor. 

“I’m going to shut that door,” Billy 
announced. 

“Wait a minute,” exclaimed Betsy. 
And then, “All right. Now you may.” 

She had run and climbed into a chair, 
curling her feet up under her. 

He walked to the door, he did not run, 
and closed it softly. The electric switch 
was on the other side of the room or 
he might have turned it on. But there 
was light enough to see the dining table 
and the chairs just as they had been 
at suppertime, the sideboard and the 
corner cupboard with the winter bou- 


quet atop of it. Nothing in the least . 


alarming. He closed the door, and that 
minute —the sound again! 

“Let’s turn on the radio,” he suggested. 

They did, and went on with their 
game, but now at the table, and Betsy 
was still sitting on her feet. So Father 
and Mother found them a half hour 
later, and instantly both began telling 
about the strange noises. 

“Even when the radio was on, we 
heard them,” said Billy. “I thought 
maybe it was—” 


But there he stopped suddenly. Mother 
might not like the idea of a rat any 
more than Betsy. Father opened the 
door, crossed the room, and switched 
on the light. 

Next moment he called, “Come in here, 
all of you.” 

All about the floor were scattered 
black beans, and Father pointed silently 
at the winter bouquet. 

“It’s those wistaria pods.” Mother 
laughed. “They’ve been drying out all 
these weeks, and they took tonight to 
begin breaking open. There!” 

The sound of another pod cracking 
and a black bean plopped down at her 
feet. 

*From in the other room,” said Betsy, 
“it sounded — It sounded kind of funny.” 
“But we weren’t afraid,” said Billy. 
“No,” said Betsy. “We weren’t afraid 
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—any way not after Billy was brave 
and shut the door.” 


Berea, Ky. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Mecting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, December 30 


We Finish to Begin 
(Josh. 1:1, 2, 6-9; 2 Pet. 3:17, 18) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OST of us are familiar in everyday 
life with the principle of finishing 
one thing in order to begin another. 
We completed our work in junior high 
school in order to begin high school. We 
know that high school must be com- 
pleted if we are to enter college. And 
with college completed we have not 
reached the end, for we look forward 
to entering business, or a profession. 
And so it goes throughout life. 
Although the ending of the calendar 
year is more or less a man-made, arbi- 
trary milestone of time, nevertheless, it 
is often used with profit as an occasion 
on which to take a personal account of 
stock. As Christians, we may well use 
this season as one in which to check 
up on our spiritual progress or failure, 
and to take what steps are needed 
toward correction or toward increased 
development. 
oY 


Our first Scripture lesson is chosen 
from that familiar period in Israel’s his- 
toy that marks the passing of Moses 
and the coming into full leadership of 
Joshua. Not until Moses was dead could 
God lead Israel into the Promised Land. 
Moses, with all his excellent qualities 
and his love for and devotion to God, 
has, nevertheless, because of sin and dis- 
obedience, been denied the pivilege of 
entering Canaan. Only under Joshua, 
whose name is the Old Testament coun- 
terpart of the New Testament name 
Jesus— Jehovah saves—could the Is- 
raelites enter into the land of blessing 
and promise that God had prepared for 
them. 

Is it possible that some of us, as 1945 
draws to a close, need to see the neces- 
sity of coming to an end of our own self- 
efforts and disobedience and lack of 
faith, and need to recognize and accept 
the leadership of our Joshua, the Lord 
Jesus, who is ready to lead us into the 
fullness of God’s plan and provision for 
us in 1946? 

ue 

Notice God’s charge to Joshua, and 
through him to all Israel. He called on 
Joshua to be strong, of good courage, 
and to be obedient. It was no time for 
fearfulness, or vacillation, or self-will. 
Success depended on doing faithfully 
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Lesson for December 30 


what God commanded. It was no time 
to dwell on the failures and delays of 
the past. The time had come to go for- 
ward, in God’s strength, to possess the 
land. Nor is the threshold of 1946 a 
time for timidity, or hesitation, or choos- 
ing our own plans. No matter how we 
may have dawdled or bungled in the 
past, the Lord Jesus can and will lead 
us into the possession of all He has plan- 
ned and provided for us in the new 
year, if we are willing to trust Him im- 
plicitly, to turn over to Him the direc- 
tion of our lives, and to go forward in 
faith in the way He leads. When we are 
ready to do this, our part, He will do 
what only He can do—defeat every 
enemy that would oppose us and bring 
us into the possession and blessing that 
are already ours in Him, but not yet 
fully enjoyed. 

pod 


And even for those of us who some 
time in the past have yielded our lives 
completely to the Lord Jesus, there is 
still much to be anticipated and claimed 
in the year that is ahead. Our Lord 
would have us grow in grace and in 
knowledge of Him as we are reminded 
in our second Scripture lesson from 2 
Peter 3:17, 18. Our great Adversary 
would have us stop short of the goal that 
the Lord Jesus has set for each of us 
for 1946. He would have us become 
contented with God’s good instead of 
pressing on for His best. Let us ask our 
Lord and Master to put into our hearts 
His expectation for each of us in 1946 
and then to strengthen and empower us 
so that, by His grace, we may reach 
the goal He sets and be satisfied with 
nothing less. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Reminiscences of a City 
Missionary 
(Continued from second page) 


trary to all custom, they listened to him 
until he was through, so brave and so 
winning was he. 

A humble man, he could say, “I have 
learned that when we stand we are 
smallest; when we kneel greater; and 
when we lie in the dust greatest of all.” 
Of the proud Gelehrten (intellectuals), 
in the universities, he spoke with impa- 
tience: “I always rejoice when men 
turn to action. All history shows that 
men of action must be men of faith. 
Only hair-splitting professors can allow 
themselves what they believe to be the 
luxury of unbelief.” The Resurrection 
faith was to him a living reality. He 
wrote on the door of his study VIVIT 
(“He lives”), and on Easter day preached 
three times to relieve his heart of its 
overflowing joy. 


He kept to his ministry without inter- 
mission. In 1889 his mother was sick at 


Davos, and urged him to leave his work 
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A SAFE INVESTMENT 
WITH A LIFE INCOME 


Freedom from financial worry, espe- 
cially in the declining years of life 
is something most of us are striving 
for. Salvation Army Annuities pro- 
vide just this sort of security and 
independence against old age. Af 


the same time, it gives you a part-. 


nership in the many activities of 
this great religious and charitable 
organization. 


Guaranteed Protection 
These annuities are protected by 
the experience, the Integrity and re- 
sources of The Salvation Army plus 
the legal reserve and surplus funds 
required by law. Gift Annuity agree- 
ments are issued under the authority 
of New York State Insurance De- 
partment. 


DOUBLE BENEFITS 

@ A guaranteed life income. 

® Regular payments. 

@ Certain income tax deduc- 
tions. 

@ Security of your investment. 

@ No service fees. 

@ A share in the spiritual and 
physical program for those 
less fortunate. 
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THE SALVATION ARMY 


(A NEW YORK CORPORATION) 
120-130 West l4th Street, New York Il, N. Y. 


Gentlemen: | am interested in your Annuities. Please 
send me, without obligation, copy of your latest 
booklet. 
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Address.....: ewsewiste 
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Free Tithing Leaflets 


FREE to any Evangelica! Christian minister, Sunday 
school or missionary superintendent, one copy of 
“TAKE NO THOUGHT” for each family in his 
congregation, providing he will agree to give a talk on 
Tithing before distribution. To sectire these leaflets, 
please write, stating denomination and number of leaf- 
lets desired, to 


TITHER 


710-S Title insurance Bidg. 
Los Angeles 13, California 


JOHN BROWN SCHOOLS 


JOHN BROWN UNIVERSITY ‘and Academy) — 
Co-Educational. Silas Springs, Ark. “America’s 
first university of vocational specialization.” 
station, airfield, laboratory testing. 

BROWN MILITARY ACADEMY 
San . Calif. junior School through funier 
College. Highest official War-Dept. rating. 

ASSOCIATED 


SCHOOLS 
Brown School for 





Glendora, Calif. Grown 
Springs, Ark 


Girls, 
Military Academy of Ozarks, Siloam 


redited detimitely eva 


Add adividu hoo! or 
JOHN E. BROWN, LL.D. Pres 
LOAM SPRINGS ARK 





DOT - TO - DOT PICTURES 
Suggested for Primary Classes 

A picture for each Lesson of Ist Quarter, 1946. 
Set of 13, 15c; 10 or more sets, 10c each. 


MARION HARDIE 
227 Walden Street Modesto, Calif. 


Leseseseunund 








NOW 


WANTED 
Young Men, Young Women 
FOR TRAINING IN 
PSYCHIATRIC NURSING 


Write Director of Nurses 
CHRISTIAN SANATORIUM, Wyckoff, N.°J. 














EFFECTIVE 
EVERYDAY EVANGELISM 


ng the Gospel and 
distributing Scriptures daily in ao A hospitals, and 
sehools. Poaente by free-will offerings. Send for 
Tilustrated Quarterly. 


FREE 
National Headquarters 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, INC. 
156 Fifth Ave., NEW YORK 10, N.Y. 


/ Old Fashioned 


Revival 





CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. ©. Box 123, Les Angeles 53, Calif. 
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and, when visiting her, take the oppor- 
tunity to see Switzerland. .“I do not 
envy those who journey to the sea or 
the Alps each year,” he wrote. “When 
I look at five pairs of bright eyes around 
my table and read in them the wish 
to live and. be something, I see Alps 
and ocean every day, or rather some- 
thing which is more than all else in the 
world, the immortal souls of my chil- 
dren. In this confined circle is a great 
world and a great task.” 

And of his wife he wrote toward the 
end of life: 


“To this Father in Heaven, to whom 
we owe all in our long life* we com- 
mend ourselves for the coming time. 
I read some time ago in the life of a 
Christian that he always closed his day’s 
work with the Vater Unser (“Our 
Father”). That is also the last we do, 
both of us, ere we lay us down to sleep, 
—we pray the ‘Our Father’ together. 
It is never so dear and so great as at 
these times. All the single petitions, 
‘Thy will be done, Give us our daily 
bread, forgive us our trespasses, lead 
us not into temptation,’ give a wonder- 
ful feeling of rest. When we can say 
that, we can lie down in peace. We can 
both have a good sleep. And also we 
wait for the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So we remain ever young. Out- 
wardly older, of course, and we notice 
that God draws one after another of the 
pegs out of our tent of wandering. But 
that troubles us not. We have in the 
Heavenly Father’s house the greatest 
and most glorious before us.” 


we 


“Happy New Year!” 
(Continued from page 1012) 


to achieve what we have planned. Even 
if we pursue happiness and pleasure we 
shall likely find we didn’t get what we 
expected and, of course, if we hurry 
too much we may do careless work. 


Well, what about our choice of time 
for starting? Both Easter and Wednes- 
day are too late, for the year will have 
already started. So if we are to be sure 
of a happy year we must start now. 
I’m afraid we didn’t choose our words 
very wisely for HAPPY and NEW when 
we have only one left which stands the 
test. We must try to do better in our 
choosing for YEAR. 

On whom do you think the happiness 
depends? Yes, one person— YOU. We 
cannot put the blame for unhappiness 














MISSIONS IN EUROPE 


WAR hindered us long; now listen to the other side — Ang Harmony, MISSIONS! Europe 
“ fiel echotlovak 


has been our mission 
Palestine, Poland, Roumania. A free copy 


The American European Fellowship 


d since 1926: Austria, Golomte, France, Cz 
y of “The Eu 


ropecn 


15 Philipse Place, Yonkers 3, N. Y. 
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on anyone else. Don’t you think we 
should ask someone for advice? (Con. 
sider what a rich man, a successful busi- 
nessman, a world traveler might say, 
and then see the flaws in their replies.) 
The advice so far seems far from good, 
Let us ENQUIRE from God’s Word. 
What does Matthew 6:19, 20 say? What 
kind of treasure can we have in Heaven? 
Read John 5:24. Yes, the greatest of all 
possessions is eternal life. How is it 
obtained? By believing on Jesus; then 
A stands for ACCEPT. What are we 
to accept? The R tells us one of our 
Saviour’s names. What is it? It is 
REDEEMER. Do you know what a 
redeemer does? A redeemer is one who 
buys someone back. 


Once a little boy made himself a 
beautiful little boat which he lost one 
day at the seaside. Some days later, 
as he was walking along the street, he 
saw his little boat in a secondhand store. 
He went in at once to get it, but the 
man said, “I’m sorry, it’s mine now; 
if you want it you must pay for it.” 

The little boy went home and came 
back with the money and bought back 
his little boat. As he left the store he 
said, “Little boat, you are twice mine: 
first I made you, and then I bought you.” 

Girls and boys, that is just what the 
Lord Jesus did. First He made us and 
then Satan came into our lives and 
ruined them. So the Lord Jesus came 
into this world to buy us back again 
from Satan by dying on the cross for us. 
Boys and girls, there is one way in which 
we are not like the little boat. The 
little boat couldn’t tell the little boy 
that it didn’t want to belong to: him, but 
each of us has a will. Either we shall 
say, “Yes, I know You died for me, but 
I don’t want to be bought back”; or we 
can say, “I thank Thee for giving Thy 
life for me,” and accept Jesus as our 
Saviour. 

This is the one and only way we can 
be sure of having a Happy New Year 
— by accepting the Lord Jesus and let- 
ting Him control our lives. Who will 
say, “Yes,” right now? 

When the lesson is finished the board 
will look like this: 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 
N ow Y ou 
E aster E nquire 
W ednesday A ccept 
R edeemer 


H urry 
A chieve 
P lan 

P ursue 
Y earn 


HAMILTON, ONT., CAN. 








A new product for the church, Sundsy 
school, or home should be serviceable, 
economical, attractively made, and thor- 
eughly dependable. Those whe make 
articles embodying these qualities are 
glad te tell about them. Many such 
articles of practical value are listed in 
the Times advertising columns. It will 
pay te read them every week. 
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THREE VALUABLE GIFTS 


FREE 


To New Subscribers of the WAY .Magazine 


1 Photo of CHARLES E. FULLER. 
FREE, large 8 x 10 photo of this famous radio preacher. 
(Cover picture of the WAY, January issue.) 





January issue of the WAY¢magazine with 68 pages — more 
than 12 articles, 24 pages of pictures — 4 beautiful colors. 
(Your subscription starts February.) 


3 Pictorial history of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour and its 
founder, Charles E. Fuller, included in the January issue. 


ALL YOURS FREE Here’s How To Get These Three Valuable Gifts 


You can have a large, beautiful 8x10 inch photograph of Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller, the director of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour. Also we will send 
you the January issue of the WAY magazine with 68 pages, more than 12 
articles and 4 picture stories, 24 pages of pictures, printed in 4 beautiful colors. 


Contents of Recent Issue 


IN THE NEWS 

The Future of the Church in 
Europe, Evangelize 7 

What’s Being Planned for China, 
Richard T. Baker 

Why Go to Palestine, Sunday 
School Times 37 

Report on South America, A 
Symposium 41 


WITH PIcTuRE STORIES 


Theodore Epp: Good News Broad- 


We will send you these three valuable gifts free with one year’s subscrip- 
easter, Harry J. Albus .:....... 11 


tion to the WAY magazine. The WAY magazine contains 4 key types of 
reading which will help you keep abreast of the times. 


FOUR kinds of reading each month in the WAY 


ROUND THE WORLD 
United States 
International 


Canada 


The WAY magazine reports for 
you the world-wide march of the 
church in a 16-page global news 
coverage. It brings to you signifi- 
cant church news in the same man- 
ner as TIME and NEWSWEEK re- 


The WAY magazine pictures for 
you the march of the church in 
various countries the same way as 
the LIFE magazine. Some issues 
carry more than 24 pages of pic- 


tures interpreting Christian news. 


4. The WAY magazine is published 
for the sole purpose of helping 
you in your life. Its devotional 
of world-wide significance from and practical articles are slanted to 
more than 300 magazines. Like the help you solve your personal prob- 
READER’S DIGEST and MAGA- lems. It will give you inspiration 
ZINE DIGEST it shows you how and guidance in solving the perplex- 
significant events in world news ities of your life. 
affect you. 


ports secular activities. 


2 The WAY magazine digests for 


Radio World you the most important articles 


Book World 
Film World 


Book DicEsts 
Chinese Police Chief, Miracle 
Lives of China wtecees You can have the WAY magazine for one year for $2. And as a special 
reward for acting RIGHT NOW we will send you a picture of Dr. Charles E. 
Fuller, the January issue of the WAY magazine which includes the picture 
story of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour. ALL YOURS FREE. (Your sub- 
scription starts February.) Simply sign the order blank below and mail with $2. 
Will you be ordering your subscription NOW? Good! The free gifts are yours. 


For Your LIFE 

God’s Service Star, Missionary 
Broadcaster 

Plan Your Quiet Time, Gospel 
Herald 17 

What about the Social Gospel, 
His oS a 39 

How to Be Lovely, Pentecostal 
Advocate Back Cover 





PLEASE SEND THREE FREE GIFTS 


OAPAMA a LAG GGG LAA” 








with subscription to the WAY magazine. Enclosed $2.00 for 
1 year subscription. 
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Next Month 
Address, 
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Mall to the WAY Magazine 
324 E. Roosevelt Road, Wheaten, Iilinois 
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Christian preparatory school offering accredited 

four-year training for College entrance. Strong 
courses, Orthodox Christian teachers. Wholesome 
social, athletic, and extra-curricular activities. 
Academy stud- 
ents enjoy the 
College atmos- 
phere. Ad- 
dress the Dean, 
Box T1245 
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IIJHéATON COLLEGE AcADEMY 


4 hike Wheaton Ml inwss died 


.. Through the Bible Study 


= Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter. 
; By Dr Harlin J. R . Pastor 
‘field Memo Church 


For Sunday Schools, Bible Classes, 
Foung Peesie’s and Missionary Socie- 
ties, Vacation Bible Schools, Prayer 
Meetings, and Home Study. 


| Samples 15c; 4 grades 50c; set $2.40 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas,Texas 


WMbsody Bible Institute 


An interdenominational, tvition-free Bible 
school, training men and women for all 
types of Christian service. Seven courses. 

Write for details Dept. $ 1036 
153 INSTITUTE PLACE @ CHICAGO 10 














When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 








A Voice From Beyond 


and other poems 
Composed by 
PHILIP E. HOWARD 
President of The Sunday School Times Co. 
A collection of heart-stirring poems, 


the reading of which will bring pleas- 
ure to every Christian. 





Paper bound, 50 cents postpaid 





The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. 18th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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FOR THE ASKING! 





Let GOOD NEWS send you FREE 
@ generous SAMPLE SUPPLY of 
some of America’s finest tracts, 
folders, booklets, cards. 


Write today to 


GOOD NEWS PUBLISHERS 


322 W 


Vi ASHINGTION Te 


CHICAGO -é 
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My Gift 
By the Rev. J. C. Macaulay 


HEY brought their gifts, those sages 
from afar, 
Of frankincense, and myrrh, and purest 
gold, 
To grace the King whose birth, so long 
foretold, 
Was heralded at last by yonder star. 


She brought her perfume, liquid nard 
so rare 
In alabaster cruse: the house was filled 
With fragrance, as with lavish love 
she spilled 
Her sweet oblation on His temples fair. 


They brought their off’ring: 
wreathe His brow, 
Nails for His hands and feet, a spear 

to pierce 
His heart with sorrow torn, as loud 
and fierce 
raised their 
disavow.” 


thorns to 


They ery, “This man we 


They bring their tribute in the courts 
above, 
Ascribing to the Lamb who once was 
slain 
Salvation, 
domain, 
Wide as the reaches of His boundless 
love. 


honor, laud, and_ vast 


I bring my gift today: a heart subdued 
By love divine; a life laid at His feet 
In consecration joyous and complete; 

A soul redeemed by blood, by grace 

renewed. 


us 
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A Christmas Service for the 
Sunday School 


AVE you been wondering just what 

sort of Christmas service to use in 
your church or Sunday school? It will 
be worth your while to consider a new 
Christmas service, “The Christmas Com- 
mand,” prepared by Mary Brainerd 
Smith, and which is now available in 
leaflet form. 


This new service, prepared for Christ- 
mas, 1945, is made up of responsive read- 
ings from the Scriptures, special hymns 
that may be used to familiar tunes, verse 
recitations for Primary, Juniors, and In- 
termediates, and the like. Sunpay ScHOoL 
Times readers will recall similar serv- 
ices prepared by Miss Smith that have 
appeared in the pages of the Times. This 
Christmas service, however, will not ap- 
pear in the paper, but is made available 
in this separate leaflet form for the con- 
venience of readers. The cost is 25 cents 
a dozen, or $2 a hundred, including post- 
age. 

If you desire copies of this 1945 Christ- 
mas service, address your order, with 
proper remittance to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia 5. 


An Opportunity to Hear 
Wade C. Smith 


R many years the Little Jetts, drawn 
by Wade C. Smith, have been familiap/ 
figures in these columns. It is a de. 
light to see him draw them with his 
own hand to illustrate his evangelistic 
and Bible messages from the platform. 
He uses large sheets of white paper on 
an easel, and draws rapidly with black 
and colored crayons as he talks. 

Mr. Smith has some engagements in 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and New 
York during January and February. 
Churches, Sunday schools, or other or. 
ganizations desiring to arrange meetings 
with him during that period should ad- 
dress him directly at his home, Route 
5, Greensboro, N. C. 
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With the New Books 


Lectures on Systematic Theology. By 
Charles G. Finney. (Republished, 1944, 
Colporter Kemp, South Gate, Calif., $4.) 
It is impossible in a short book review 
to do justice to this book of over six 
hundred closely printed pages, the first 
two hundred of which are not particu- 
larly easy reading. The author is best 
known for his great evangelistic min- 
istry, especially in western New York 
in the first half of the last century. He 
was later a professor, then president of 
Oberlin College. These lectures were 
written in 1846, in the later part of his 
ministry. 

The book is not quite a systematic 
theology. There are many topics of the- 
ology not even touched upon that should 
be treated in a comprehensive work. On 
the other hand, the first hundred or so 
pages consist more of a moral philos- 
ophy. In them he lays down his main 
principles, which determine largely the 
type of his theology. And unfortunately 
he bases his principles not on Scripture, 
but on “self-evident truth,”—only the 
truth is not so self-evident to everyone. 
His method of approach leads to some 
results that are absurd. Instead of hum- 
bly seeking the Scripture truth he says 
quite frankly about certain widely held 
views, “If these things are really taught 
in the Bible I must be an infidel” (pref. 
p. 9). In his first, foundational hundred 
pages, Scripture is not quoted twenty- 
five times — and these few quotations are 
sketchily treated. 

Some of his conclusions are as follows: 
God is all love; even His justice is only 
a subordinate attribute of love. God’s 
ultimate purpose is the highest well- 
being of Himself and the universe (some 
would say God’s glory is His ultimate 
aim). Free will is the ability to “will 
differently from what I do in every in- 
stance of moral obligation” (p. 15) (this 
Arminian definition is given as a “self- 
evident truth” without any Scripture 
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proof!). Sin consists entirely in de- 
cisions of will, not in thought or emo- 
tion—he even allows unholy feelings 
in Christ (p. 168). Every man, saved or 
unsaved, is either completely holy or 
completely sinful at any one time. A 
saved person can continue in perfect 
holiness all his life; but we note that 
he has watered down the view of sin 
by making ‘t refer only to the main pur- 
pose of the will. 

Finney’s theology is best known for 
his acceptance of the governmental the- 
ory of the atonement. Instead of holding 
that Christ died as a substitute for us 
to satisfy divine justice, he holds that 
Christ’s death. was a “satisfaction of pub- 
lic justice” (p. 271) —that is, a govern- 
mental expedient chosen by God to im- 
press upon all the authority of His law. 
Now the governmental theory of the 
atonement is properly regarded as heret- 
ical. But as presented by Finney (with 
some fortunate inconsistencies), it is not 
as bad as in the form held by others. 
Finney was reacting against a view that 
said Christ’s suffering was exactly equal 
to the penalty of the elect. This view 
he rightly rejects. Finney does not hold 
the most objectionable view — that God 
could have chosen any sacrifice as 
enough to satisfy the broken law. No, 
Finney holds that Christ’s death was of 
infinite merit and a proper satisfaction. 
He says Christ’s atonement is “a ¢over- 
ing of their sins by his sufferings” (p. 
261). Indeed he was enough of a Bibli- 
cal preacher to advance the doctrine of 
substitutionary atonement, rather incon- 
sistently. He says, “The soul needs to 
apprehend Christ as suffering on the 
cross for it; or as its substitute; so that 
it can say, ‘That sacrifice is for me, that 
suffering and that death are for my sins; 
that blessed Lamb is slain for my sins.’” 
Christ was “bending under sorrows and 
griefs which in justice belonged to us” 
(p. 443). Finney did not convert multi- 
tudes with the heretical governmental 
theory of the atonement — he was a Bib- 
lical preacher, although too speculative 
in his teaching. 

The last two hundred pages of Fin- 
ney’s “Theology” have many more Bib- 
lical quotations than the earlier part. 
He has some bitter things to say about 
the views of Presbyterians and Calvinists 
generally, but he makes.some very star- 
tling admissions. He admits that abso- 
lutely all events are certain and un- 
changeably purposed by God (p. 513). 
He also says, “The elect are, or will be, 
every one of them certainly converted 
and saved” (p. 556). Though it seems 
to deny his definition of free will, he 
believes that our wills will never resist 
God’s saving grace, speaking of “free 
grace drawing and securing the concur- 
rence of free will” (p. 471). He even 
believes in the limited—better called 
definite— atonement (p. 485) which is 
another point of Calvinism. It seems he 
does not realize he holds -to vital Cal- 
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vinistic principles while bitterly attack- 
ing Calvinists. He does not always un- 
derstand his .opponents. 


Finney’s theology is thus a curious 
mixture. He was a man of God greatly 
used in evangelistic work. Yet we may 
question if his mixed and often un-Bibli- 
cal theology did not detract from the 
lasting quality of his work. This book 
should be of real interest to scholars 
and others. However, it is recommended 
that the book be read as a whole instead 
of used for occasional reference on spe- 
cial topics, because he uses terms with 
an unusual meaning, and one chapter 
alone may give a one-sided view of 
Finney. 


The Atomic Bomb and the Word of 
God. By Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. (Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10; 
25 cents.) “Is there anything in the Holy 
Scriptures which can in any way be 
soberly said to relate to the creation 
and use of the atomic bomb? Personally, 
I believe there is,” writes Dr. Smith, 
The message of this 30-page booklet was 
first given over WMBI, then in the 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, and 
the First Baptist Church, Minneapolis. 
With his customary thoroughness, Dr. 
Smith briefly explains the principle and 
effects of the atomic bomb in language 
that the layman ean understand. It was 
the famous mathematician Einstein who, 
forty years ago, set forth the hypothesis 
that mass and energy are equivalent, 
and this principle has actually been 
worked out in the atomic bomb, for 
when an atom of uranium is split into 
two parts, some of the units are trans- 
formed into energy. Dr. Smith relates 
the atomic bomb to 2 Peter 2:7, 10-14, 
and other passages. He brings out some 
remarkable facts concerning the Greek 
words used as, for instance, those which 
are translated “with fervent heat,” “with 
great noise,” and “elements.” Many sci- 
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entists today are prophesying that civil- 
ization and the world can be completely 
destroyed by atomic bor:>s. Dr. Smith 
makes no attempt to say: when this age 
will cnd, but he believes “this final con- 
flagration will be brought about by God, 
not by man, ... that before man sets 
this world on fire, and the human race 
is destroyed, God Himself will do that 
which He here predicts He will do.” 


He Is Able. By Chaplain Alvin O. 
Carlson. (Zondervan Pub. House. Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) Chaplain Carlson 
could well have enlarged upon the thrill- 
ing experiences of the battleground by 
describing the horrors of battle, but he 
has held himself excellently to his main 
purpose of exalting the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Many scenes are described, but 
only as they lead the reader into the 
results—the comforting of a frightened 
lad or the leading of one into a saving 
knowledge of the Lord. For instance, 
“Suddenly, out of the adjacent foxhole 
came a cry —a cry in the night —a cry 
of fear. I crept quietly to the edge of 
the hole and discovered that one of our 
young medics had been overcome by 
fear. After he had been removed to 
my foxhole, I held him close to me, and 
quoted the Word of God to him. Soon 
he became resigned and calm. This 
young man had conquered fear through 
the power of Christ, and from that mo- 








American Association for Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 








* 
74 Hew “Jestimony 
operating under the supervision 


of a nation-wide Advisory 
Council and Board. 


Your prayerful interest and co-operation in reaching Jews for Christ 
is cordially invited and will be greatly appreciated. 

The personnel of our Board and Council is your guarantee of the 
proper administration of funds entrusted to us. 


DIRECTORS . 
Pog Re ca yg hh eg pened American Association 


J. Paimer Muntz, D.D., Vice-President 

B. E. Allen, D.D., Secretary 

Elmer B. Funk, Treasurer 

Vv. RB. Edman, Ph.D., LL.D. 
Robert O. Fleming 

Albert G. Johnson, D.D. 
Peter MacFarlane 
R. L. Powell, D.D. 


"Ss. 7 Mf, # a paper containing helpful Bible messages and news of 
the work will be mailed free to you on request. 


for Jewish Evangelism, Inc. 


National Headquarters: 
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 


Winona Lake - Indiana 








December 15, 1945 


ment he became one of the best litter 
bearers in the unit. He also became a 
very sincere Christian, and was a con- 
stant companion of mine as we traveled 
hard roads together after that day.” 

A chapter that stirs one’s heart is de- 
voted to letters received by the Chaplain 
from hospitalized men. They tell of 
the sustaining power of God. Another 
chapter is devoted to testimonies sent 
to the Chaplain from boys at the front. 

Messages preached on the battle fronts 
of France are given in a chapter devoted 
exclusively to them—the use of blood 
plasma in saving life reminded the Chap- 
lain of “The Life” that was in the blood 
of the Lord Jesus, and he fearlessly pro- 
claimed the wondrous Gospel, using as 
his text Hebrews 9:22, “And without 
shedding of blood is no remission.” 


When Christ Takes Over. By Dr. 
Simon Blocker. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.25.) “No 
one can afford not to be a Christian.” 
This tremendous fact’ is demonstrated to 
be true in these forceful and colorful 
pages. With a fluent pen dipped into 
the well of Christian assurance, the 
author shows that Christ matters to hu- 
man well-being and to human destiny in 
such a supreme way that sinful men, 
ill disposed to consider the Lord, must * 
nevertheless do so when He is revealed 
in all His changeless glory. All of the 
blessedness in this world flows directly 
from Calvary, while all of the misery and 
folly and sin stems from rejection of Him. 
What happens to the individual who an- 
swers Christ’s great invitation to come 
unto Him and rest, and who permits 
Christ to “take over,” opens up before 
our eyes in a panorama of Christian 
certainty. Here is Christ who is the 
answer; who alone can answer the needs 
of the troubled conscience, the dark- 
ened mind, the lonely heart, the way- 
ward will; and whose everlasting arms 
“disarm the arms of death.” 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 24 to 30 
Mon.—Matthew 28:18-20. The Gospel for All. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Preach the gos- 
pel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). 
Our Lord does not want us to overlook 
a single human being in the preaching 
of the Gospel. Much evangelizing work 
is being done, but still His Great Com- 
mission is sadly a great omission. Have 
you an “every creature” program for 
Christ? Every Christian should be a 
member of our Lord’s missionary society 
for getting the Gospel to everybody. All 
need to be “at it.” Pray for the Free 
Church Institute, 4211 N. Armitage Ave., 
Chicago. 
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The Sunday School Times Co. 
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Tues.—Psalm 72:1-11, Universal Worship. 

PrayYer Succestions: “In his days shall 
the righteous flourish.” Not since the 
garden of Eden has the worship of God 
been universal. Even then it was of 
short duration. Even in the day of Da- 
vid and Solomon the worship of God 
was not altogether universal in Israel. 
But when Christ returns to reign, “they 
that dwell in the wilderness shall bow 
before him.” “Every knee shall bow,” 
“every tongue shall confess” Christ is 
Lord of all. While multitudes own 
Christ as Lord, millions have never 
heard the Gospel. Pray for the Youth 
for Christ International, 130 N. Wells 
St., Chicago 6. 


Wed.—<Acts 10:1-8 The Vision of Cornelius. 

Prayer SvuccesTions: “He saw in a 
vision . . . an angel of God coming in 
to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.” 
Before the volume of God’s Word was 
completed, God sometimes guided men 
by angelic visitants. Now the Scrip- 
tures alone are our rule of faith and 
practice. Angelic ministries are numer- 
ous and wonderful, but they are in- 
visible and will remain so until we go 
to meet the Lord. Cornelius did not 
have God’s Book and so God gave him a 
look at His messenger from Heaven to 
prepare him to hear God’s messenger on 
earth, Peter. Go by God’s Book and 
you cannot go wrong. Pray for the 
sponsors for Youth for Christ meetings 
in cities throughout the world. 


Thurs.—Acts 10:9-16. The Vision of Peter. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Peter went up 
upon the housetop to pray... and saw 
heaven opened, and a certain vessel de- 
scending unto him, as it had been a 
great sheet knit at the four corners, and 
let down to the earth.” Peter saw a 
vision that fitted his needs. His vision 
was not of angels, but unclean beasts. 
God gave Peter that which prepared him 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


for work he needed to do, God knows 
your need and mine, Prayer will link 
you up to new work and new blessings. 


Pray for more mreving people in your 
church, 


Fri—Acts 10:4448, A Gentile Believer, 

Prayer Suagestions: “On the Gentiles 
also was poured out the gift of the Holy 
Ghost.” Cornelius,.a Gentile, needed 
Christ’s Gospel. But before Peter would 
preach to him the word of. salvation, 
the Lord had to break down his stub- 
born prejudice. The heavenly vision he 
received while praying served to open 
the door to us Gentiles. Cornelius, con- 
verted under Peter’s ministry, made pos- 
sible our opportunity to hear Christ’s 
saving message. Whom do-you reach 
with the Gospel? Pray for the removal 
of whatever hinders you in making 
Christ available to new people. 


Sat.—Galatians 3:26-28. Children of God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are all the 
children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.” 
Faith im Christ Jesus is the outstanding 
mark of a child of God. Paul did not 
use the name “children of God” loosely. 
Not all are members of the household 
of faith. Luther, Wesley, Whitefield, 
and the great spiritual leaders of the 
church »made no mistake when they 
preached, “Ye must be born again.” A 
living, obedient, loving faith in Christ 
Jesus must back up your confession of 
faith in Christ. Pray for more sinners 
to be converted to Christ. 


Sun.—1 John 8:7-11. Love the Test of Sonship. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Whosoever doeth 
not righteousness is not of God, neither 
he that loveth not his brother.” Seem- 
ing Christians imitate real Christians 
but fail under the love test. The love 
of Christ shed abroad in our hearts by 
the’ Holy Ghost will appear in our atti- 
tude toward brothers in the church. If 
we love not those we see, how Gan we 
love God whom we cannot see? - Pray 
for a great sifting time in churches so 


that people may come to know their true 
characters. 
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TODAY 





Science has a definite place at 
Wheaton College. Under the guid- 
ance of teachers, in well-equipped laboratories, the 






groundwork is laid for young men and women to 
serve in specialized fields—engineering, medicine, 
nursing, agriculture, teaching, research. The Divi- 


sion of Science continues to grow rapidly. 





Greater opportunities for service in these fields will be afforded 
when Wheaton has its own Science Building. This need is 
recognized, in [the Centenary Building Plan. And this plan 
will be realized, step by step, as the Lord’s people make it a 
matter of prayer. Wouldn’t you like to have a part in this, 
vital ministry of training young people to be the Christian 
leaders.ot tomorrow? We’ll be glad to send you the complete 
story of “the Wheaton of today: and tomorrow.” 
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